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SECTION I. 


GEOGRAPHICAL VIEW OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


We now enter on the geological structure of Pennsylva- 
nia. It might be objected to this course, by observing that the 
geology of this state had not yet been sufficiently examined to 
admit a scientific delineation. ‘This may in part be correct, 
but enough is known to permit a general sketch of its geology. 
The coloured map forming the frontispiece of this number of 
the Repository, will enable the reader to follow the description 
with facility. 

The order of description as laid down in page 35 of No. 1, 
is as follows: 

Component rocks of the mountain chain. 

Formation of the mountains and valleys. 

Relative slope and height of the mountains and valleys; and, 

The facilities afforded to natural and artificial transportation 
by land and water. 

As this description is intended for general readers, technical 
phraseology will be, as far as possible, avoided. It will be, 
however, necessary, indeed indispensable, to use some terms 
not in common use; I therefore define the principal. 

Primitive, are such rocks in which, hitherto, no organic re- 
mains have been detected. Of this class, we have, in Pennsyl- 
vania, in any quantity deserving notice, but two, granite and 
gneiss. Granite does not exist extensively , except in rolled 
masses on or near the earth’s surface. 

Transition rocks are those in which some, though few or- 
ganic remains, appear. Of this class, the German Grau Wacke, 
forms the great central valley bases of Pennsylvania, and com- 
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pletely crosses the state. It is admixed, or alternates, however, 
with many other species of rocks, particularly limestone. 

In the transition section of Pennsylv ania, the quartzy aggre- 
gates of Maclure, form with very trifling exceptions, the moun- 
tain masses. The latter is formed of rounded pebbles from 
those of a large size to that of the finest sand; the interstices 
evidently a clay cement. This rock, if described in a treatise 
expressly on geology, would admit of an astonishing varicty ; 
but wherever I have seen it, from the central parts of New 
York, over New Jersey and Pennsylvania into Virginia, its tex- 
ture marks a common, though not invariable structure. 

Secondary, or floetz (flat) rocks, are found parallel to the 
horizon or nearly so; in coutradistinction to the primitive and 
transition classes, which latter incline, more or less, from near- 
ly a perpendicular position to an approach to horizontal. 

By reference to the map, it will be seen, that the secondary 
formations by far the most extensive tract of Pennsylvania, of 
any other formation.* The rocks of this class vary extremely, 
us will be seen in the sequel. 

I here beg leave to observe, that I am reluctantly obliged to 
use terms, which are so vague. In my description it shall be 
my endeavour to place before my reader the structure and ca- 
pabilities of Pennsylvania rather than fatigue him with harsh 
and defectively defined nes. [t is acknowledged by geolo- 
gists of the first order, that rocks in many cases, approach the 
qualities and appearances of each other so nearly, that the 
nicest eye cannot distinguish one from the other. " The line 
also between the great classes defies all delineation, and perhaps 
has really no existence in nature. The position is also again 

varied so greatly, as to render any classification from that cir- 
cumstance a source of error. 

The lines of demarcation on the map, were in part drawn 
from Maclure’s geology, and in part from mv own observation, 
and may serve as a general guide, though no doubt far frou 
minutely accurate. 

The uncertainty, however, which attends the limits of the 
formations, does not extend to the river basins; there all is dis- 
tinct, well defined, and accurate to all useful purposes. 

Some truly interesting phenomena are presented to view by 
a map of Pennsylvania thus coloured. ‘The great rock forma- 
tions, correspond nearly to the range and curve of the moun- 
tains, whilst the river basins seem uninfluenced by either. I 
have already observed,; that the Susquehanna pierces all the 


* Formation, is a term used for any class of rocks; thus we say, primitive 
formation, transition formation, secondary formation, &e. 
+ See page 26 of No 1. 
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formations; this astonishing fact is now made sensible to the 
eye. We here behold, that the great dividing line between 
the Atlantic rivers, and those of Ohio, is not formed by the 
mountains. The Susquehanna is seen pouring down from an 
elevation above that of the base of the mountains, against 


which its various branches impinge, and have, in the lapse of 


time, torn passages through the river rocks, and their waters 
gradually uniting, at length reach the level of the Atlantic 
tides, and tranquilly mingle with the waves of the Atlantic 
ocean. ‘This contest between the apparently stable mountains, 
and the equally apparently fleeting rivers, which began, it is 
most probable, with the creation, is far trom terminated. ‘The 
Delaware, similar to the Susquehanna, has had its struggle of 
ages to reach its recipient, and the beds of both, above the 
ocean tides, contain yet much to remove, betore their streams 
can flow with tranquil or equal march, 

This feature in our geography is in a peculiar degree favour- 
able to canal union between the Atlantic and western waters. 
The rivers have, during accumulated centuries, done that which 
man could not have dared to conceive. ‘The rivers have torn 
the mountains to their bases, and given to human beings, and 
the fruits of their labour, a free passage. When this subject 
is viewed with the eye of philosophy, it is one of those sources 
of reflection which invites the exercise of every noble faculty 
of the mind ;—but we now advance to our detailed survey, 
proceeding from east to west. 

The entire south-eastern border of Pennsylvania, with a 
very partial exception of alluvion along Delaware river, is a 
primitiy e region. ‘The great mass of constituent rock, gneiss, 
in very great great variety of cohesion. The line, rather inde- 
finitely marked in nature, which limits this primitive tract, 
crosses the Delaware river near New Hope—extending in a 
south-westerly direction through Bucks, Montgomery, and 
Chester counties, to near Kennet Square, in the latter. From 
Kennet Square the primitive extends nearly west to the centre 
of York county, where it again turns to suuth-west, and finally 
leaves Pennsylvania, entering Frederick county, in Maryland. 
A small triangular strip of primitive extends into Pennsylvania, 
forming the northern part of Bucks county below the mountain 
ridge which separates that county from Lehigh. 

The primitive is followed by a secondary tract, narrow be- 
tween the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, but widening south- 
west from the latter, e embraces the central parts of Chester, 
Lancaster, and York counties. Limestone and marble of ver\ 
superior quality abound in this formation. 

The old red sandstone formation, which stretching from the 
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Hudson opposite the city of New York, forming the base of 
great part of Bergen and Essex, almost all Middlesex, with 
the southern parts of Morris and Hunterdon counties in New 
Jersey, enters Pennsylvania, underlaying part of Bucks, Ches- 
ter, Lancaster, York, and Adams counties. The general limit 
to the northwest, and west, of the old red sandstone, is the 
Blue Ridge. The latter, similar to the gneiss, varies extreme- 
ly as respects the cohesion of its parts. The existence of this 
rock is at once announced by the appearance of the soil, and 
from the bold, though seldom precipitous aspect, of the hills. 
The range ‘of the Blue Ridge through Pennsylvania I have 
already traced, both on the map of the state, and in the text.* 
[ may here observe, that the secondary region below the red 
sandstone, is traced by a line, in a very remarkable manner con- 
forming to the range of the Blue Ridge. The latter chain of the 
A palachian system constitutes one of the most definite geological 
lines of demarcation in the United States generally, but in par- 
ticularin Pennsylvania. ‘The valley between the Blue Ridge and 
Kittatinny, is from 15 to 20 miles wide, inflecting with the moun- 
tains. This valley has very erroneously been designated as the 
great limestone valley of Pennsyly ania, whilst in fact that rock 
underlays not more, if one-half of its surface. I have myselt 
traced the limestone formation, part of which forms the south- 
east part of the Kittatinny valley, from Fishkill in Duchess 
county, New York, into V1 irginia, That section of this valley 
which traverses Pennsylvania, is about 160 miles in length, 
and covers an area of perhaps 3,000 square miles. he south- 
east part, as I have already observed, is formed of transition 
limestone; the north-west of clay -slate. The two rocks touch 
cach other in most places, as if placed by art. I have examined 
their point of contact, on the Lehigh, Schuylkill, Swatara, and 
Susquehanna. On the Delaware I never have had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing their point of separation. On the Lehigh, 
the limestone and slate touch at a place called the Slates, 7 or 8 
miles above Allentown. Thence the line of separation extends 
south-west, leaving Kutztown on the limestone, crosses the 
Schuylkill nearly mid-way from Reading to Hamburg, crosses 
the Tulpehocken north-east from Womelsdorf, leaving the lat- 
ter on the limestone; continuing south-west, leaving Lebanon 
also on the limestone, reaches the Swatara near the mouth of 
the Quitapahilla. From the latter creek to Hummelstown, the 
Swatara forms the boundary with very little exception. At 
that village some very interesting phenomena appear. Dhirect- 
ly opposite the village a large mass of limestone is detached by 


See pages 15 and 14 of No. 1 
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the stream from the main body, affording another very striking 
evidence how little the beds of water courses are, in Pennsyl- 
vania, influenced by the formations through which their lines 
have been traced by the hand of nature. Hummelstown, and 
all the immediate vicinity, is based on limestone, and immedi- 
ately at the bridge over Swatara on the road to Harrisburg, the 
river leaves the slate, and winds the residue of its course over 
limestone, to Middletown, where it is lost in the vast volume 
of Susquehanna. 

From Hummelstown the line separating the limestone and 
slate, pursues again a south-west course to the mouth of Pax- 
ton creek, in the borough of Harrisburg; which rests on an al- 
luvial deposite partly on the slate, and partly on the limestone. 
South-west from the Susquehanna at Harrisburg to the Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania boundary, the demarcation between the 
limestone and slate, curves with the contiguous mountains, in- 
cluding on the former rock, Carlisle, Shippensberg, Chambers- 
burg, and Greencastle, and leaving Pennsylvania nearly with 
the Conecocheaque creek. 

The physiognomy of nature is as strongly delineated as is 
the rock formation which constitutes the base of this extraordi- 
nary valley. The limestone section is comparatively level, 
with a very superior soil. As in almost all calcareous coun- 
tries, spring water reaches the surface of the earth, in very une- 
qual quantity and locality. Immense springs are found in the 
whole extent, but in many places so very distant from other 
fountains, as to leave the intermediate space so greatly defi- 
cient, as to be distressing to the inhabitants. The slate region is 
more broken than that of the limestone, the soil of the former 
inferior to that of the latter. Water is much more equally dis- 
tributed on the slate than limestone formation. In respect to 
forest timber, no very striking difference met my observation. 

The very great superiority of the soil of the limestone over 
that of the slate, is in no one particular more apparent, than in 
the towns w hich have risen on each respectively. Easton, 
Bethlehem, Allentown, Kutztown, Reading, W omelsdorf, Le- 
banon, Myerstown, Palmy ra, enatschunenan "Middletown, Haer- 
risburg, Mechanicsburg, Carlisle, Shippensburg, Chambers- 
burg, and Greencastle, and I might add Hagerstown, in Mary- 
land, have risen on he limestone, whilst from the Potomac to 
the Delaware. Hamburg, on the Schuylkill, immediately below 
the passage of that stream through the Kittatinny chain, is the 
largest village yet built on the slate. 

When I reach the subject of the relative distribution of popu- 
lation in Pennsylvania, this very singular valley will again 
come in review. Though otherwise coloured, the Kittatinny 
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valley belongs to the great central transition formation of Penn- 
sylvania, which in reality also includes the old red sandstone, 
and consequently, the transition section extends over all the 
area between the south-east, and north-west secondary forma- 
tions, underlaying all the counties of Adams, part of York, 
Lancaster, Chester, Montgomery, and Bucks, all Northampton, 
Lehigh, Berks, Lebanon, Dauphin, Cumberland, Franklin, 
Bedford, Perry , Huntingdon, Mifllin, Union, Northumberland. 
Columbia, Schuylkill, Luzerne, Pike, and Wayne, with part of 
Susquehanna, Lycoming, and Centre. 

Lhis transition region as coloured on my geological map, is 
limited on the north-west, commencing at the extreme north- 
east angle of Pennsylvania, on Delaware river, by the Tunk- 
hannock mountain. ‘This chain reaches the last branch of Sus- 
guchannah river at the mouth of the Tunkhannock creek, and 
by the names of Elk Ridge and Muncy Hills, the West Branch 
at the town of Williamsport. From the latter place to the 
Maryland line its range is more indefinite and chain more 
broken, than north-east from the West Branch. 

Taken in its fullest extent, the transition of Pennsylvania 
forms the base of about 18,000 square miles, being within a 
small fraction of 200 miles in length and 90 in breadth. It is 
by far the most mountainous and of course variegated part of 
the state. The soil partakes of all the shades of quality from 
the most productive river alluvion, to the most sterile mountain 
summits; from the exuberant limestone debris, to the unvield- 
ing siliceous rock. In this formation exists the most extensive 
masses of mineral wealth found in any equal section of the 
United States. Iron, and Anthracite coal is the most valuable 
and most abundant. Iron is disseminated at various points 
over the whole area; the Anthracite coal yet discovered lie in 
immense strata on the heads of the Schuylkill, and near the 
Lehigh river, in Broad Mountain, and on both sides of the 
Susquch: inna, in Wyoming vallev near the borough of Wilkes- 
Barre. Strong indications, however, of Anthracite present 
themselves in other places, and would justify a belicf that but 
a small part of that invaluable fossil has yet been laid open by 
human enterprise. ‘The most abundant, and perhaps the best 
iron ore, found in the transition, lies on the Juniata and its 
branches. It may not be unworthy of remark, that the iron 
and Anthracite of the transition, are not perceived to abound 
in the vicinity of each other; the former predominates south- 
west, and the latter north-east, from the Susquehanna, below 
Williamsport. The vegetable productions of the transition is 
not less varied than 1s the mineral. Almost every forest tree 
indigenous to the climate, may be found on the mountains, the 
































































1824. Geographical View of Pennsylvania. 7% 


slopes, and valleys, of the Susquchanna. It would be difficult 
to conceive a species of scenery of which it does not aflord an 
example. Cataracts on the large scale do not, it is true, exist; 
but those of more humble magnitude abound on the smaller 
streams. From the very nature and position of transition rock, 
where it rises into mountain masses, precipices must exist; and 
such are the features of the mountain landscape of this part 
of Pennsylvania. I know not of any part of the earth’s surface 
more richly variegated, or more worthy the attention of the 
traveller or the philosopher; its cap: ability to sustain human 
habitation will be noticed in another place. 

Passing from the transition to the north-west, we at once find 
ourselves transported to a newregion. ‘The face of nature 
though still broken, presents a less rugged exterior, the rocks, 
when open to view, lie nearly horizontal, and the soil greatly 
more uniform. The great secondary formation of Pe nnsylva- 
nia, spreads over above 25,000 square miles, and e mbraces all 
the western, north-western, and northern parts of the state. 
The secondary, like the transition, is rich in minerals; and 
water impregnated with muriate of soda, (common salt,) not 
found in the latter, is abundant in the former tract. ‘The An- 
thracite coal of the transition is replaced by the bituminous coal 
of the secondary;* and this is the case from one extremity to 
the other of the respective line of contact. The bituminous 
coal uniformly exists in, or very nearly in, horizontal strata, 
from the thickness of an inch, to perhaps in some instances, six 
feet. ‘The mean thickness, however, of the innumerable hedie 
I have seen, is about 5 feet of coal. Schistose sandstone is 
generally the substratum of bituminous coal, whilst it is over- 
laid with black aluminous slate. 

Water courses, in proportion to length of course, are much 
more navigable on the secondary than on transition formation. 
Waterfalls of any magnitude are very rare in the secondary 
section of Pennsylvania; in the large streams there does not 
exist a single cataract, nor rapid, sufficient to impede the pas- 

sage of boats, and consequently, at seasons of high water, the 
Monongahela, Alleghany, and both branches of the Susquehanna, 
are navigated by down-stream vessels from very near their 
sources. In the latter river, from the asperities of the transi- 
tion and primitive formations over w hich it flows, the difficul- 
ties opposed to navigation increase approaching tide water. 
The reverse is the case with the constituent streams of Ohio. 

In my third Number, each mountain valley will be reviewed 
in detail. The present geological sketch cannot be othe rwise 
considered, than as introductory to a more minute survey.* 


* See pages 17 and 18, No. 1. + See page 113, 
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SECTION IL. 


HISTORY OF PENNSYLVANIA.* 


At the epoch of actual colonization in North America by 
the English, the entire coast of this continent, from Labrador 
to Cape Florida, was known by two general names, Newfound- 
land and Florida. When the Cabots made their discoveries, dur- 
ing the last years of the 15th century, they imposed the name 
of Newfoundland on the coast which they visited. This term 
was perpetuated in English books and maps during great part 
of the 16th century, and was gradually, by the imposition of 
other names for sectional subdiv: isions, restricted to the island 
still known as Newfoundland. 

On the 2d of April, 1512, Juan Ponce de Leon, a Spaniard, 
discovered the coast of North America from the West Indies, 
and imposed upon his newly discovered region the name of 
Florida. This term originated from the circumstance of De 
Leon having descried land on Palm Sunday; ‘+ Pasqua Flori- 
da,” in the Spanish language. Florida become general to de- 
signate the south-east coast of North America, not only in Spa- 
nish, but in the geographical works of the south of Europe. 
No definite limit separated the Newfoundland of English from 
the Florida of Spanish and Italian geography. ‘The latter like 
the former slowly yielded to other sectional terms, and now is 
confined, and perpetuated to designate, the south-east subdivi- 
sion of the United States. 

Raleigh’s patent of March 25th, 1584, being vacated by his 
subsequent attainder, a number of gentlemen, instigated princi- 
pally by Mr. Hackluyt, obtained by petition addressed to 
James I. a patent, dated April 10th, 1606, for that part of 
North America extending from north ‘lat. 34° to 4 5°. As the 
name Virginia, given by yee Elizabeth, had already, in a 
great measure, superseded that of Newfoundland. the Sener 
was adopted in the patent of James I. The immense zone of 
14 degrees of latitude was subdivided into two, north Vi irgi- 
nia and south Virginia, and granted to two distinct companies. 

The southern, named the first colony, was granted to what 
was then called the London Company, and the northern to the 


Plymouth Company. 
With the history of either the London or Plymouth compa- 


A man of the first literary standing in Philadelphia, and a man whose opi. 
nion I would most sincerely respect on any subject, objected to me that my 
historical introduction to the particular history of Pennsylvania was too dif- 
fuse ; to this I can only reply, that it is only in connexion that our individual! 
history can be uaderstood. See page 35 of No. 1. 
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nies, or the colonization made under their charters respectively, 

we are at present only concerned in as far as either had influ- 
ence upon the settlement and local extent of Pennsylvania. At 
the epoch of granting the patents of 1606, the E nglish, and in 
fact all the inhabitants of Europe, were profoundly ignorant of 
the interior, and possessed a very inadequate knowledge of the 
sea coast of North America. The very palpable vagueness of 
the first patents, cannot now be a matter of surprise. Virginia, 

by the pateat of 1606, had no fixed limits to the north and west. 

All that is now Mary land and Delaware, and part of Pennsyl- 
vania, was included, bv inference, in its scope. 

I have deemed it requisite to anticipate, in some measure, 
the early history of the causes which produced the long and 
intricate contest between Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylva- 
nia, and which tended to give to the latter a much more re- 
stricted extent than that given in the charter; and before any 


farther discussion, I lay before my readers a brief biography of 


the founder of Pennsylvania. 

William Penn was one of the proprietors of west New Jer- 
sey before he was concerned in Pennsylvania; but to clearly 
understand the mutual and conflicting relations between New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, we must return to 
March. 1664, when the Duke of York received from his bro- 
ther Charles [I]. that spacious grant which had so much influ- 
ence on the colonization of North America. This grant ex- 
tended from the western boundary of Connecticut to the eastern 
shore of Delaware river, of course contained all that is now 


within New York and Pennsylvania. ‘The obvious injustice of 


this grant is, in some degree, lessened by the fact, that the 
Dutch colony at New Amsterdam had always been thlened as 
part of north Virginia by the English. Col. Nichols, an expe- 
rienced officer, was sent over with an armament, and entering 
New York bay, summoned Styuvesant, the governor, to sur- 
render, who being in no state to resist, after some remonstrance 
complied, under stipulations of full security to life, liberty, and 
property; and the English authority superseded that of the 
Dutch over New York and New Jersey. It may be recorded 
to the honour of Col. Nichols, that most of the ancient inhabi- 
tants found the equity and security of his government such 
that they remained, and amongst others the old and gallant 
Stuyvesant, who ended his days in a colony he surrendered 
with much reluctance, after having ruled 17 years with fidelity. 
This respectable magistrate, whose true character has been sa- 
crificed to a miserable attempt at wit, in the city he in a great 
measure founded, is thus spoken of by Chaliners: “ Stuyve- 


sant, who had long governed the country, during difficult times, 
Voi. I. No. 2.—L 
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with considerable ability and valour; and in a good old age 
breathed his last amid the tears of his countrymen; because his 
good offices did not cease, long after he had ceased to rule the 
whole.” 

Long before the actual conquest of New Netherlands could be 
known in England, the Duke of York had granted what is now 
Jersey, to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, a pair of ta- 
vourites worthy of himself. The grant creating New Jersey, 
was dated June 24th, 1664, in the form of a deed of lease and 
release, in consideration of a competent sum of money, granting 
to John Lord Berkeley, Baron of Stratton, one of the king’s 
privy council; and Sir George Carteret, of Saltrum, in the 
county of Devon, knight, and one of the privy council, and 
their heirs and assigns for ever; all that tract of land adj cent 
to New England, and lying and being to the westward of Long 
[sland and Manhattan’s Island; and bounded on the east part 
by the main sea, and part by Hudson’s river, and hath upon the 
west, Delaware bay or river; and extendeth southward to the 
main ocean as far as Cape May, at the mouth of Delaware 
bay; and to the northward, as far as the norihernmost part of 

said bay or river of Delaware, which is in north lat. 41° 40’, 
= crosseth over thence in a straight line to Hudson’s river, in 

° of latitude; which said tract of land is hereafter to be called 
Nova Cesaria, or New Jersey.” 

New Jersey is one of the few English colonies which never 
underwent any mutation after its creation, and is now a state 
with exactly the limits expressed in the original charter. 

Berkeley and Carteret, soon divided their respective shares 
of New Jersey; Carteret having the east, and Berkeley the 
western part. he western section was sold to John F enwick, 
in trust for Edward Byllinge and others: a few settlers left 
England in 1675, and arrived in west Jersey under the direc- 
tion of Fenwick. ‘This was the first ship which arrived in 
either west Jersey or Pennsylvania from England. Some diffi- 
culties arising between Fenwick and Byllinge, no more settlers 
tame over before 1677. ‘The grantees of west Jersey were 
Quakers, instigated by ang intolerance to seek a new re- 
sidence. It is said that William Penn became a joint and large 
proprietor of west Jersey, more from a disposition to conci- 
liate the differences, and aid the desired removal of some of his 
friends, than from any personal object of his own. Bv his 
means the differences between Fenwick and Byllinge were ac- 
commodated, and the latter resigning his share in the colony to 
his creditors, Wm. Penn was with considerable difficulty in- 
duced to join Gawin Lawrie and Nicholas Lucas, two credi- 
tors of Byllinge, as trustees of his estate. These gentlemen 
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were henceforth fully concerned in west Jersey. As we are 
discussing the history of Pennsylvania, and as that of New 
Jersey will be amply noticed in the sequel, we now return to 
our legitimate subject. I mentioned these preliminary facts in 
order to prepare my Class to perceive the connexions of Win. 
Penn with New Jersey, which I am compelled to allude to in 
discussing his share in forming and peopling Pennsylvania. 

It is a happiness to any country when the incidents of its 
history are tew; that felicity Pennsylvania enjoys. Perhaps 
no country containing upw ards of a million of inhabitants, and 
existing 140 years, ever had fewer of those disastrous inci- 
dents in its history, which cover one generation with sorrow, 
in order to amuse those which follow. ‘The first causes of the 
grant of Pennsylvania, and the controversy with Maryland, 
which eventuated in giving to this state its present extent and 
form, I have discussed. Ww ¢ now return to the affairs of the 
colony trom the grant of the first charter, arrival of William 
Penn, and to the establishment of its last charter. 

Chalmers relates some very interesting historical facts re- 
specting the original charter, which I have not met in any 
other author, and which I have deemed of sufficient import- 
ance to read at large. 

“In June, 1630, he (Penn) presented a petition to Charles 
II. stating not only his relationship to the late admiral, but 
that he was depris ed of a debt due from the crown, w hen the 
exchequer was shut up; praying, in compassion to the afflicted, 
for a grant of lands, lying northward of Maryland, and west- 

ward of Delaware; ‘and adding, that by his interest he should 
ne able to settle a province which might in time repay his 
claims. His petition was immediately sent to Waden, the 
Duke of York’s secretary, and to Lord Baltimore’s agents ; in 
order ‘that they might report, how far the petitioner’s preten- 
sions may consist with their boundaries.’ Both agreed to the 
proposals of Penn, provided, his patent might be so worded as 
not to affect the rights of others. To every thing asked of him he 
agreed, because he knew the importance of concession, while 
he asked for what might be extremely endangered by opposi- 
tion. He had the art to procure not only the consent, but the 
recommendation of the Duke of York. And, in November, 
1680, the sketch of a patent, which he had chiefly copied from 
the charter of Maryland, was sent to the attorney-general, ¢ for 
his opinion of it;? who not long afterwards communicated his 
observations, ¢ Dist! ing the clauses that are not agreeable to the 
laws here, though they are in Lord Baltimore’s patent.” After 
a considerable struggle with the Duke’s commissioners, who 
insisted that the Penn’s line (southern line) should run at least 
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twenty miles northward of New Castle, his boundaries were at 
length adjusted so as to please both parties. And, in January, 
1681, the committee of plantations requested that eminent 
sintesman and lawyer, North, chief justice, ‘ to take his patent 
into consideration; to provide, by fit clauses, that the sove- 
reignty of the king be reserved; that acts of parliament, con- 
cerning trade, and navigation, and the customs, be duly ob- 
served ; and, in general, that it be so drawn that it may con- 
sist with the king’s interest and service, and give sufficient en- 
couragement to settlers.” ‘The charter shows, that it had been 
corrected by the hand of a master. We shall probably hear no 
future historian speak of it as ‘an historical phenomenon, that 
so excellent a set of constitutions took their rise from an arbi- 
trary court, and a bigoted prince.’ When we consider the 
time at which it was granted, long after the acts of trade and 
revenue; its singular provisions, which were assuredly settled 
after the greatest consideration, by the most eminent lawyers 
and statesmen; the disputes in which the nation was then en- 
gaged with Massachusetts; the charter of Pennsylvania must 
be deemed an object of singular curiosity and of minute dis- 
cussion.” 

“In consideration of ‘the merits of the father, and good in- 
tentions of the son,’ in order ‘to extend the English empire,’ 
and to promote useful commodities, Charles Ii. granted to 
William Penn, as proprietary, in absolute property, that im- 
mense region hounded on the east by the river Delaware, ex- 
tending westward five degrees of longitude, stretching to the 
north from twelve miles northward of New Castle, to the three- 
and-fortieth degree of latitude; limited on the south by a cir- 
cle of twelve miles, drawn round New Castle, to the begin- 
ning of the fortieth degree of latitude. The whole was cre- 
ated into a province, by the name of Pennsylvania: saving to 
the crown its sovereignty, and the allegiance of the proprietary 
and people. In order that the colony might increase by the 
multitude of people resorting thither, liberty was given to sub- 
jects, those only excepted which should be specially forbidden, 
to transport themselves in such shipping, ‘as by the laws of 
England they ought to use ;’ with such merchandise as they 
should think proper, ‘ saving the customs for the same, by any 
statute due or to be due;’ to import the productions of the pro- 
vince into England, ‘but into no other country whatsoever,’ 
and to export them thence within one year, paying such duties 
as other subjects, and observing the acts of navigation. Penn 
was empowered to assemble the freemen or their delegates, in 
such form as he should think proper, for raising money for the 
uses of the colony, and for makifg useful laws, provided, they 
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should not be contrary to those of England or the rights of the 
kingdom. ‘lo the end that the proprietary, or the people, 
might not, through inadvertence or design, depart trom that 
allegiance, which, by the laws of the realm, they, and all other 
subjects, owe to the crown, a duplicate of the acts of Assem- 
bly was required, to be transmitted within five years to the king 
in council; in order that, should they be found inconsistent 
with the sovereignty, or contrary to legal government, they 
might within six months be declared void. He was empower- 
ed to erect courts of justice, to hold plea of causes, civil and 
criminal; saving to every one the right of appeal to the king in 
council: And he was enabled to pardon crimes commitied 
within his jurisdiction, treason and murder only excepted. It 
was required, that the rules for governing property, as well 
for descent of lands, as for succession of chattels, shall remain, 
according to the course of the laws of England, till changed by 
the Assembly. ‘The proprictary was empoweren to constitute 
ports tor the convenience of commerce; * provided, that the 
oficers appointed by the commissioners of the customs, should 
be freely admitted.’ The Assembly was authorized to assess 
reasonable subsidies on the commodities loaded or unloaded in 
the harbours of the colony, which were granted to Penn; ‘ sav- 
ing to the crown such customs, as by act of parliament are or 
shall be appointed;’ the word, are, referring to those alreadv 
established; the term s/all, to ‘those that might be imposed in 
future: And the whole distinguishing, between the provincial 
revenue for local purposes, and the parliamentary taxes for the 
use of the empire. He was required to appoint an agent to 
reside in London, to answer for misdemeanours or wiltul ne- 
glect, against the acts of trade; and in case of failure, the go- 
vernment might be resumed, saving the rights of the people. 
As incursions might happen, he was empowered to train the 
inhabitants, to pursue the invaders by sea and land; provided, 
that no correspondence should be maintained with the enemies 
of the crown; and that no war should be made with any state 
in amity. He was enabled to alien the soil to the colonists, 
who might hold their lands under his grants, notwithstanding 
the statute prohibiting such subinfudation. It was stipulated 
by the king, for himself and his successors, * that no custom, or 
other contribution, shall be levied on the inhabitants or their 
estates, unless by the consent of the proprietary, or governor, 
and assembly; or by act of parliament in England.’ Yet the 
precision of this language did not preclude disputation, be- 
cause ingenuity can easily frame objections at the command of 
interest or ambition. By the desire of the Bishop of London, 
it was stipulated, that, when twentv inhabitants should request 
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a preacher to be sent them, who should be approved by him or 
his successor, he shall be allowed to reside without molestation. 
Should doubts arise, with regard to the true construction of the 
charter, 1t was commanded, that an interpretation favourable to 
the proprietary shall always be made; provided, that none shall 
be admitted, by which allegiance to the crown may suffer dimi- 
nution.” 

“Such,” continues Chalmers, “ is the substance of a grant, 
whereon has been established the Pennsylvania government 
and laws, so highly celebrated for their moderation, their wis- 
dom, their excellent provisions, in favour of liberty. It is re- 
markatde.” says their historian, “that such an instrument, 
penned with all the appearance of candour and simplicity 1ma- 
ginable, and equally agreeable to law and reason; to the claims 
of the crown and rights of the subject, should be the growth of 
an arbitrary court. Perhaps it is no less singular, that the na- 
tional rights, the authority of the laws and the supreme legisla- 
ture, should have been so carefully attended to and preserved.” 
But it is in the history of Massachusetts, that we shall find this 
mystery fully explained. Charles II. and his ministers had 
been long deeply engaged in a contention with this colony; 
which had given them infinite vexation, and impressed both 
with the strongest sense of the inconveniences which they felt, 
to which they found it so difficult, if not impossible, to apply an 
effectual remedy. It was an anxiety to prevent the like dis- 
putes and disorders from arising in Pennsylvania, which dic- 
tated the chief clauses of her charter. The general court (of 
Massachusetts) had deemed the acts of navigation of no force 
within its jurisdiction, till legalized by its own ordinance; but 
this grant carefully provided for a compliance with them, un- 
der the penalty of forfeiture. Acts had been made by that pro- 
vincial legislature, inconsistent with the laws and rights of the 
sovereign state; but this incongruity is here cautiously prohi- 
bited. The general court had coined money, and afterwards 
pleaded its ignorance as an excuse ; but to prevent the dangers 
of misconstruction or design, alllaws (from Pennsylv ania) were 
required to be transmitted for approbation or dissent, though 
this prudent proviso answered little practical good purpose. A 
standing agent was now required, because that body (the gene- 

ral court of Massachusetts) had either refused or delayed to 
appoint any, to answer the most urgent complaints. And the 
rights of the Church of E ngland were now regarded, because 
tA had been suppressed in Massachusetts. Like all the others, 
this charter, however, thus legal and reasonable, is merely de- 
claratory of the common law, when properly understood and 
properly applied ; and every privilege conferred, or right re- 
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served, would have necessarily followed a colony, settled by 
English subjects without a charter; because their immunities 
and duties adhere to them wheresoever they go. In New 
York, and the Jerseys, these privileges were enjoyed, subse- 
quent to the revolution, as in Marviand, or Pennsylvania. For, 
they all equally owed allegiance to the crown and obedience to 
the laws; in return they were entitled to general protection and 
legal government. Yet there was in this no express stipula- 
tion, as had been inserted in all other colonial patents, “ that 
the Pennsylvanians and their descendants, should be consider- 
ed as subjects born within the realm ;” because the great law- 
vers, who revised it, knew that such Geclarations were mn a 
tory because they were inferred.” —Chalmers, P. A. p. 635— 
640, 

Thus far the historical analysts of the first constitution of 
Pennsylvania given by this author is excellent, and thus far 
his work is a good authority on the history of the colony, but 
here his candour seems to have forsaken him. In pursuing the 
perplexing dispute between the two proprietaries of Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland, Chalmers enters into the subject much 
more in the spirit of a colonial agent of Lord Baltimore, than 
that of an historian, and gives no allowance for the vagueness 
of the respective charters, or the natural and even excusable 
partiality of all men in favour of their own claims. 

The observations of this author respecting Massachusetts, 
are true to the letter, and it is only by engrouping the whole 
into one point of view, that the early history of the English 
North American colonies can possibly be understood. It is for 
these reasons I have been so minute respecting the origin of 

each colony in particular; and also, for another. consbiien ration 
of even greater moment; that is, as I have so frequently ob- 
served before, because the opposition between the crown of 
England and its colonies, commenced in every instance from 
the first creation of each colony respectively. Mr. Chalmers, 
as well as all other authors, whose works I have seen, have 
overlooked one very material circumstance in our colonial his- 
tory. Mr. Chalmers derides the insertion into the charters 
of an acknowledgment of allegiance on one hand, and a right 
of protection on the other; and adds correctly, that these im- 
munities and duties are inherent, and follow English subjects 
wherever they go. This judicious writer in this instance for- 
got the important fact, that it was precisely the heartfelt con- 
sciousness of their natural rights, that influenced Englishmen 

in America to resist encroachments, on the part of either the 
crown, parliament, or individually by the King of England: 
and it was either their ignorance of these inherent political 
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principles, or wilful neglect of their legal application, that led 
the government and monarchs of England into such gross, and 
as it respects themselves, such fatal errors respecting these 
colonies. 

The charter of Pennsylvania was, indeed, as Mr. Chalmers 
states, declaratory of not only the common law, but of the ever 
enduring principles of distributive justice ; and its sterling ex- 
cellence consists in that fact, that it was so declaratory. 

In May, 1681, a person of the name of Markham, a relation 
of William Penn, was sent out by the proprietary to take pos- 
session of the colony with a few emigrants, and to inform the 
resident inhabitants that the country had been granted by char- 
ter to William Penn, and that their individual rights were se- 
cured by the same act. ‘The agent published his instructions, 
which contained merely the tenor of the concessions, made be- 
tween the proprietary and adventurers, and the manner of ac- 
quiring lands; the mode of treatment to be observed towards 
the Indians, whose rights as men were humanely respected ; 
and a few general regulations respecting internal order. 

The first dawn of the long and complicated litigation between 
William Penn and Lord Baltimore tomemned in October, 
1681. ‘The former wrote to some of the inhabitants, aforen:- 
ing them that they were in the limits of his colony. Whether 
correct or not, the claim at once created two factions, which 
subsisted until ‘the final extension of the lines of partition, and 
settlement of boundaries. 

In August, 1681, Markham received from the Duke of 
York, for William Penn, a tract of land round New Castle, 
which he proceeded with much diligence to purchase from the 
Indians and people. Enjoying the benefits of a settled neigh- 
bourhood, the population increased with considerable rapidity, 
unembarrassed with the usual severe difficulties which attend- 
ed most English settlements in North America. Markham 
visited Lord Baltimore to deliver him the royal letter of April, 
1681. By appointment they met at Upland, in the spring of 
1682, in order to adjust the point of separation; and where 
they found out, what neither had previously expected, that 
from a careful observ ation, the termination of the 40th degree 
of north latitude would fall above the confluence of the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill Now appeared the fatal consequences to 
one of the parties, should the line of division fall at either ex- 
tremity of a parallelogram 691 wide. Both charters were 
equally vague as it respected the astronomical meaning, of 
where the line should be extended. In one essential respect, 
the advantage was in favour of Pennsylvania, as the patent to 
Lord Ealtimore, was expressly for lands inhabited only by 
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savages, and as expressly excepted places possessed by any 
Christian people; therefore the existence of the Dutch and 
Swedes on Delaware river, at the date of the Maryland char- 
ter, precluded the proprietary of that colony frem any rightlul 
claim as far as that river. Whereas, what is now Delaware, 
was considered as part of New Netherlands, and included in 
the patent of 1664, granted by Charles IL. to the Duke of York; 
and by him to William Penn, August, 1682. 

The disputes which arose from the ambiguous situation of 
the shores of the Delaware below the acknowledged limit of 
Pennsylvania, produced the territories as the three lower coun- 
ties, New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, and led to the state of De- 
laware, as we shall see in the sequel. 

The original concessions between Penn and the adventurers, 
being found vague and unsatisfactory, the proprietor, in April, 
1682, published the frame of government for Pennsylvania, 
called its first charter. The features of this charter evince a 
sacred regard to the inherent rights of the people, and a pro- 
found knowledge of political power. ‘They declare their in- 
tent to be: © for the support of power wn reverence to the peo- 
ples and to secure the peaple fram the abuse of power. Ler, li- 
berty without abedience ws confusion; and obedience without li- 
berty is slavery.” 

In prosecution of these salutary objects, the chief aim of the 
propric tary was to establish a due balance of power. [his con- 
stitution had one defect, it was too sublime for the condition of 
man, and could never be actually carried into effect, and was 
finally, as to the operative proceedings of government, laid 
aside. Jts principles could not be laid aside; they were the 
never changing principles of reason and justice 

As a supplement to the frame, there was published in Lon- 
don, in May, 1682, a body of laws for the colony, agreed upon 
by the adventurers. “ And it does great honour to their wis- 
dom as statesmen, to their morals as men, and to their spirit as 
colonists. A plantation reared on such a seed-plot, could not 
fail to grow up with rapidity, to advance fast to maturity, and 
to attract the notice of the world.”’* 


It mav be remembered that I before stated the arrival of 


William Penn in the Delaware, in October, 1682; and we may, 
before entering on a historical review of his operations, recal i 


recollection his then pecuhar situation. Joint proprietary of 


west Jersey; full proprietary of Pennsylvania, by direct grant 
from the crown of England; and proprictary of what is now 


* Chalmers, P. A. p. 642. 
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Deiaware below twelve statute miles north of New Castle, to 
Cape Henlopen. No man ever came from England to Ame- 
rica clothed with so much power, or with such complicated du- 
ties to perform. He landed at New Castle on the 24th of Oc- 
tober, and found in the country about 3,000 people, Dutch, 
Swedes, Finns, and English. At that time the Dutch had a 
church at New Castle; the Swedes three, one at Christeen, 
one at Tenecum, and one where Philadelphia now stands. The 
character of the whole has been handed to us, as a plain, strong, 
industrious people. 

The proprietary convened the people at the Court-house, in 
New Castle, October 25th, where, after possession of the coun- 
try being given him in due form, he addressed the old magis- 
trates and the people; signifying to them the design of his 
coming; the nature and end of government; and of that more 
particularly which he came to establish; assuring them of their 
spiritual and temporal rights; liberty of conscience and civil 
freedoms; and recommending them to live in sobriety and 
peace, he renewed the magistrates’ commissions. 

The first assembly was called at Chester, on the 4th day of 
December, 1682, and composed of an equal number of mem- 
bers for the prov ince and three lower counties or territories. 
Penn held the territories by two separate deeds of feoffment, 
both of the same date, Aug. 24th, 1682; one for New Castle 
and twelve statute miles round it; and the other from thence 
southward to Cape Henlopen. I have been more minute on 
this subject, as some difliculty has generally existed in compre- 
hending the nature of the ancient connexion between Pennsyl- 
vania and Delaware. ‘To account for the almost constant dis- 
sention between the territories and the province, it may be re- 
collected that in the former existed a very powerful party in 
favour of a union with Maryland. 

Penn in the first instance prevailed, and at the first general 
assembly at Chester, an act of union was passed, and the ter- 
ritory divided into three counties, New Castle, Jones’, now 


‘Kent. and Whorekill’s, now Sussex, and the wluahe with the 


province to be represented, in one general assembly, and to be 
subject tc the same laws. The Dutch, Swedes, Finns, and 
other foreigners were then naturalized; the laws s agreed. upon 
in England “adopted with some very slight alterations ; and the 
assembly separated after a meeting of three days in harmony. 
Thus commenced that happy country, that country of so 
many fond recollections, and that country which in an exist- 
ence of nearly 140 years, has enjoyed more than usual peace 
and prenpiersty. It is a land on which I am proud to dwell; 
it is the land of my birth, the land of my infant years, and the 
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land of my warmest wishes in every clime into which it has | 
been my fate to roam. 

Previous to the meeting of the first provincial Assembly, 
Penn visited New York, on the business of the lower counties 
on Delaware, and immediately after its adjournment proceeded 
to Maryland, to meet Lord Baltimore concerning their respec- 


a, Sages 


tive limits. Though nature intended Penn and Calvert for MN 
friends, and though they met and separated as such, neither re- ey 
ceded from their individual pretensions, but agreed to meet a 


again in the spring of the ensuing year. 

It appears by a letter trom W illiam Penn, of the 29th of De- 
cember, of the same year, that twenty three ships with emi- 
grants had arrived safely, and none had miscarried. One ex- 
pression of this letter is indeed striking :—O! how sweet is the 
quiet of these parts, freed from the anxious and troublesome 
solicitations, hurries and perplexities of woful Europe. 

How much it is to be regretted that the great and magnani- 
mous author could not have continued to enjoy that peace he 
so strongly felt and so pathetically described, and that he was 
doomed to return to that perturbed Europe whose turmoil he 
so much deprecated. 

His first short residence in Pennsylvania was not without the 
bitterness of care; his proceedings were neither uniformly ap- 
proved or unopposed; and even here he found how fallacious 
is human hope. 

On his return to Pennsylvania from Maryland, he formed at 
Coaquannock, now Philadelphia, that bond of union with the 
natives, which ought alone to immortalize William Penn—not 
more for the humanity and equity, than for the profound poli- 
tical skill shown in its provisions. ‘The Indians were treated 
as they were in reality, an inferior and conquered people, whilst 
their rights were scrupulously regarded. They were taken | 
under the express protection of the government, and forbid to ‘ 
have dealings with individuals, or individuals with them. This 
and some subsequent conventions, preserved Pennsylvania in 
peace without arms, forts, or military array, upwards of 70 
years. If we contrast such a procedure with too many others 
in every part of America, the convention of Coaquannock was 
honourable to human nature. 

Within the first y ear, after the arrival of the proprietary, set- 
tlers literally poured into the country; and from the falls of 
Delaware, where Trenton now stands, to Chester, the banks of 
the river rapidly became populated, fields were open, houses 
built, and plenty began to smile. 

The great mass of the new emigrants were Quakers, who 
fled from Europe to avoid persecution. ‘The persons of that P 
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sect who came with William Penn, or who preceded him under 
his patent, were not the first who came into Pennsylvania. A 
very considerable settlement was formed in Bucks county, was 
previously formed under ttles granted by Sir Edmund Andros, 
governor ‘of New York. Some others of less note existed seo 
in different places, one particularly, near where Kensington now 
stands, at Shackamaxon. Chester is, however, perhaps the 
most ancient Quaker settlement west of Delaware ; their regu- 
lar meetings at that town reaches to 1675. 

Amongst the early settlers were some German Quakers from 
Creshein, in the P: slatinate; these settled and named German- 
town. It was this little colony which has received so striking 
a notice from Sewal in his history of the Quakers. 

The earliest notice we have of Philadelphia as such, was in 

the latter part of 1682, when Thomas Holme, a surveyor, was 
directed to lay out the city along the west shote ot Ibclaware 
river. The place is thus described as, then exhibited on the 
river, an agreeable prospect: it had a high and dry bank next 
the water, with a fine view of pine trees growing on it. It is 
really to us who are now enjoying this delicious residence, a 
curious subject of reflection, when we know that along that 
very bank, then overshadowed with pine trees, many uf the 
first eitebttants dwelt in caves, excavated for the purpose. 
VLhus commenced Philadelphia. 

It would be an idle waste of time to enter into the minute 
incidents of a colony, whose birth was unmarked by war or tu- 
mult. Hardships of a severe nature are inseparable to new 
colonists in a wilderness, but of those hardships Pennsylvania 
and Delaware had less than any of the Engh: ish colonies, New 
York probably excepted. ‘The first emigrants to the Delaware 
were ge nerally persons of sober and moderate habits, who came 
uniniluenced by extravagant hopes; the wisdom of their com- 
mander shielded them from contests with the natives, and their 
own peaceable demeanour was well calculated to preserve pub- 


clic tranquillity. From all these causes, the advance of the co- 


lony has never beer equalled along the whole range of the At- 
lantic coast of America. 

Like many other of the English colonies in North America, 
the primitive form of government was purely democratic, be- 
ing composed of all the freemen. It was, however, in the in- 
stance we are now reviewing only theoretical, as the freemen 
themselves refused to undertake the actual task of legislation. 
In summoning the first Assembly, the writs were issued for 
seventy-two members, leavi ing it optional with such of the free- 
men who chose to appear in person, pursuant to the original 
frame. ‘ But not only the sheriffs by their returns, but the in. 
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habitants by their petitions to the proprietary, declared that the 
fewness of the people, their inability in estate, and unskilful- 
ness In matters cf povernmMent, will not perm it them to act; 
they desired, therctore, that the deputies now chosen, may 
serve both for the provincial council and general Assembly ; ; 
three from each county for the former, and nine for the latter.” 

This was accepted, and for many years continued to regu- 
late the representation, 

In 1684, William Penn returned to Europe, and left the go- 
vernment in the hands of the provincial council, of which Tho- 
mas Liovd was president. 

Such was the infancy of Pennsylvania. We now close our 
picture, by drawing a brief outline of the features of its foun- 
der, its father, William Penn. 

We have now to discuss one of the most remarkable events 
in history; the formation of a state without war. It remains 
an undecided prob lem, how far war may be dispensed with, 
and how much of national controversy admits decision by an 
appeal to reason in place of arms. The opinion of any indivi- 
dual cannot decide the hypothesis ; I will not obtrude mine. 
Writing on the history of Pennsylvania in its capital, is attend- 
ed with one very serious difficulty ; ; on no other spot of the 
earth are the sentiments of the respectable members of society, 
on this vital subject, so marked, defined, and expressed as in 
Pennsylvania. As I do not erials to surrender my own judg- 
ment, and respect that of others, though different, in this sec- 
tion of my treatise, it is my wish to state facts and leave infer- 
ence to my re: iders. 

Before proceeding, however, to discuss the political history 
of Pennsylvania, I must enter into some geographical investi- 
pation, and I must give a sketch of the biography of that won- 
der of human nature, William Penn. 

To give the individual biography of any person, is not with- 
in the scope, and is in some degree incompatible with the na- 
ture of this work; but this man was In so many essential re- 
Spects an exception to the ordinary course of human conduct, 
and his example has had so much of salutary effect on the af- 
fairs of the world, that a slight or transient notice would be 
inexcusable. 


“ William Penn,” says Father O'Leary, “ had the success of 


a conqueror, In estab lishing and de fending his colony, among 
savage tribes, without ever drawing the sword; the goodne ss of 
the most benev olent rulers, in treating his subjects as his own 
children; and the tenderness of an universal father, who open- 
ed his arms to all mankind without distinction of sect or party. 
In his republic it was not the religious creed, but personal 
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merit, that entitled every member of society to the protection 
and emolument of the state.” 

These are the expressions of a Roman Catholic priest, and I 
firmly believe assented to by all mankind. 

Sir William Penn, the father of the legislator of Pennsylva- 
nla, was a native of Bristol, and born in 1621; his mother was 
the daughter of John Jasper, a merchant of Holland. Sir 
William Penn was bred to the sea, and was raised to the rank 
of vice-admiral of England, at the age of thirty-one. He was 
the friend, companion, and adviser of James, Duke of York, 
afterwards James II. King of England, and had the ho- 
nour to contend successfully against such men as Van Tromp 
and De Ruyter. ‘This excellent man died at an early age, 
being only forty-nine at his death, at Wanstead, in the county 
of Essex, Sept. 16th, 1670 

William Penn, the immortal founder of Pennsylvania, was 
born in London, the 14th of October, 1644. His genius was so 
early developed, that at the age of fifteen he entered Christ’s 
Church College, in Oxford. It was there, and at so early an 
age, that Penn contracted those opinions which so deeply af- 
fected his life and character. 

Few proselytes has ever had the merit of this man. Heir 
to an independent fortune, connected with the most worthy, 
and exalted members of society, and supported by his father’s 
rank, the hopes of honour, fame, and power, were founded on 
the most solid basis. In adopting the creed of the Friends, 
Penn had infinitely more danger to encounter than avoid. That 
his personal courage was of the firmest kind, was evinced in 
the manly, strong, and unembarrassed manner of his defence 
against bigots and persecution. 

At the age of sixteen he was fined for nonconformity, and 
expelled the college. He did not at once renounce the emolu- 
ments of the world, and adopt the opinions and manner of an 
obnoxious sect, whose ethics were too exalted to suit the age. 
Ten years elapsed since William Penn had imbibed a portion 
of their doctrine, before he became a regular member of the 
Society of Friends. The most severe trial that this man had 
to meet in this mental revolution, was the opposition of a vene- 
rable and beloved father. Admiral Penn, habituated to the 
honours, and attached to the allurements of the world, beheld 
with regret and even indignation the change of religion in his 
son. All attempts at recalling his mind from the society in 
which he was associated, were vain. He was driven from his 
paternal home, but soon became reconciled to his father. He 
travelled into France, where he learned the French language, 
and contracted the polished manners of that nation. In his 
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22d year, he was sent to Ireland, where, at Cork, by the admo- 
nitory preaching of Thomas Loe, the struggle between the 
blandishments of the world and a sincerely exercised mind, 
was terminated, and William Penn became, in defiance of per- 
secution, scofts, and calumny, a Quaker. A prison was one of 
the first fruits of his conversion. He was liberated by the Earl 
of Orrery, then lord president of Munster. The epistolary re- 
monstrance of Penn to that nobleman is extant, and is a splen- 
did monument of the admirable equanimity of the writer, and 
an evidence of the value of the new member to a calumniated, 
misunderstood, and persecuted sect. After his enlargement, 
he was recalled to England by his father, where, after a long 
and severe, but abortive attempt to reclaim him to the national 
church and the habitual modes of the world, he was again 
driven from his father’s house, and in bitterness of sorrow load- 
ed with a parent’s indignation. ‘The feelings of nature were 
too true to themselves to permit his father continuing either 
his own personal resentment, or the exile of his son; and Wil- 
liam Penn was recalled to his natural home. 

In his 24th year, in 1668, he became a preacher and teacher 
of those doctrines which had so powerfully influenced his 
mind. 

In the same year he was apprehended by a warrant, and 
committed to the tower of London. The moral courage of 
Penn, and his knowledge of the laws of his country, now shone 
conspicuous. ‘The Bishop of London had the brutality to de- 
clare, that unless Mr. Penn recanted, he must die a prisoner. 
«« All is well,” replied the intrepid champion of his religious 
doctrines ; “‘ I wish they had told me so before, since the ex- 
pecting a release put a stop to some business ; thou mayest tell 
my father, who, I know, will ask thee, these words, that my 
prison shall be my grave, before I will budge a jot; for I owe 
my conscience to no mortal man. I have no need to fear; God 
will make amends for all.” 

From the prison he published his excellent treatise, No Cross 
no Crown, a little but imperishable testimony of his genius, 
purity of heart, and unshaken constancy, under affliction, 

In 1669, he addressed a remonstrance to Lord Arlington, 
then principal secretary of state, by whose warrant he was com- 
mitted. In this production we have to admire the elegant 
writer, the profound statesman, and unshaken Christian; and 
is a most astonishing contrast to the narrow and stupid bigotry 
of his oppressors. Its force was irresistible, and Wm. Penn 
was once more liberated after an incarceration of seven months, 

In the latter part of the summer of 1669, he went to Ireland, 
and by his judicious and reiterated applications to men in 
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power, obtained the release of several individuals of his sect, 
confined for their religious opinions and practice. 

In the year 1670, was passed the conventicle act, which im- 
We posed severe penaltics upon meetings of the Quakers, and 
iit other dissenters. ‘The weight of the restrictions tell with pe- 
culiar weight upon the heads of men determined not to sub- 
mit to any deviation from duty as a compromise. William 
Penn was again imprisoned and tried; but his boldness, and 
correctness of defence, defeated the minions of power; and in 
defiance of a corrupt judge, the jury acquitted Penn, and once 
more he gained his liberty, and in the same year had to en- 
counter one of the severest earthly misfortunes, the loss of his 
father. 

In 1672, in his 28th year, he married Gulielma Maria 
Springett, daughter of Sir William Springett. He was now 
one of the most distinguished and leading members of his sect. 
His fine talents as a writer was of supereminent service to an 
unprotected and unresisting sect. In 1676, he became con- 
cerned in the settlement of west Jersey, as will be seen in the 
sequel. In 1677, he visited Holland and Germany, and wrote 
to the King of Poland in favour of his suffering friends. He 
was now become known to, and highly respected over all Eu- 
rope. 

After his return to England, he obtained a hearing before a 
committee of the House of Commons, where he plead the cause 
of his sect with so much ability, that a clause of relief passed 
that house, but was lost in that of lords by a prorogation of par- 
hament, and the fierceness of persecution continued with all its 
violence. 

Penn and his friends now turned their views towards Ame- 
rica. A sum of money due him from the government, as part 
of the estate of his father, enabled him to procure a charter for 
what is now called Pennsylvania, which was granted March 
4th, 1681, in which he was named full and absolute proprietor, 

and inv ested with the powers of government. 

The first ship that sailed for Pennsylvania from England, ar- 
rived where Chester now stands, December 11th, 1681. Penn 
arrived himself at New Castle, October 24th, 1682, where he 
was received by all the inhabitants, Swedes, Dutch. and Eng- 
lish, with joy and gladness. Pennsylv ania was never a source 
of emolument, or even personal gratification to the proprietor. 
The two proprietaries of Maryland were involved in a dispute | 
concerning boundaries which occupied their attention all their | 
lives, and distracted both colonies for more than 80 years. 
Penn and Calvert had a meeting in Maryland, which ended in 
producing neither settlement or concession. On his return to 
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the Delaware, Mr. Penn made choice of Coaquannock, be- 
tween the Delaware and the Schuylkill, where he laid out and 
named Philadelphia; formed treaties with the Indians which 
preserved his colony im peace. 

He remained in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware to 
1684, when his dispute with Calvert, and some other urgent 
business, compelled him to return to England, leaving the go- 
vernment in the hands of the provincial council. 

His residence in England was as usual employed in shield- 
ing the oppressed of all sects, and in defending the interest of 
his colony against the attacks ‘of the agents of Lord Baltimore. 

The personal friendship’known to exist between James II. 
and Wm. Penn, was severely injurious to the latter after the 
revolution in 1688. July 18th, 1690, he was imprisoned on a 
charge of high treason, from which he was cleared and set at 
liberty . His lnsuntions were to again return and end his days 
in the land of his choice, but increasing difficulties crowded 
upon him, and prevented the fulfilment of his wishes. In 1692, 
he was deprived of his government over both Pennsylvania 
and the territories, as Delaware was then called. In 1693, he 
made his innocence appear, and procured the restoration of his 
rights; but old age, increasing difficulties, and domestic mis- 
fortunes, taught the world in the example of Penn, that even 
the most exalted virtue is no guaranty against c alamity in this 
life. In 1693, he lost his first wife, and in 1695, married his 
second, the daughter of Thomas Callowhill. 

After years of trouble and anguish in England, Penn return- 
ed to Pennsylvania in 1699. His anxious desire to end his 
life in America was again frustrated, and in 1701 he returned 
to Europe to revisit Pennsylvania no more. ‘The incidents of 
his life not noticed in this short sketch, and connected with 
Pennsylvania, will appear in the course of our investigation of 
the history of that colony. He retired to Rushcomb in Buck- 
inghamshire, where, on the 5th day of July, 1718, he closed 
his truly admirable mortal life, in his 74th year. 

It would be folly to claim for William Penn a character in- 
compatible with the inherent infirmities of human nature; but 
to say that amongst the men who have given lustre to the spe- 
cies, not one can claim a superiority over the legislator of 
Pennsylvania. During a life spent in persecution, and in 
many instances under the pressure of real distress, his active 
benevolence knew no abatement. When confronted with power, 
prejudice, and insolence, he stood unappalled, sedate, calm, and 
collected, and gave the second strongest example of meekness 
united to moral courage. 

In Pennsylvania, to say he is entitled to the gratitude, and J 

VoL. I. No. 2.—N_ 


7% 


~ mo igs 


wares 


& ee eek a 


ad 


r 


a 


, “eng” .S 


& 


“naar gf 





= 


te ae tt 


ae vs 








ates: 


98 History of Pennsylvania. Ver. 


might say, almost adoration of her citizens, 1s not too much. 
He is embalmed in our hearts, and will be so, as long as a gee 
nerous feeling remains, to warm and soften the last lingering 
pulse of expiring life. 

‘Lhe causes which gave to Pennsylvania its present form, are 
now to be developed. 

The charter of Pennsylvania, defining the south boundary of 
that colony, expressly states, ‘‘ on the south, by a circle, drawn 
at twelve miles distance from New Castle, northw ard and west- 
ward, unto the beginning of the fortieth degree of northern lati- 
tude ; “and then by a straight line westward,” &c. 

In the specification of limits between the two colonies, there 
was some plausible ground of contention; but, the Mary land 
charter being expressly granted for lands only inhabited by In- 
dians, therefore the proprictaries of that colony had no right 
whatever to substantiate their assumption of jurisdiction over 
the Swedish and Dutch settlements on Delaware, which, so far 
from being granted, was actually excepted by the charter under 
which their encroachments were made. 

Whatever might be the merits of the case on either side, a 


long, vexatious, and bitter contest, between the colonies of 


Maryland and Pennsylvania, arose from the first attempt to act 
upon the charter of the latter. 

William Penn arrived from England, at New Castle, Octo- 
ber 24th, 1662, and after transacting some necessary arrange- 
ments in his own colony, proceeded to Maryland, in order to 
confer with Lord Baltim ore, and to adjust their common limits. 
The meeting of the proprietaries was friendly ; but it does not 

appear to have produced any beneficial effect, as respected its 
primary object, since the agent of Lord Baltimore, in 1683, pe- 
titioned king Charles I]. “that no fresh grant of the land in 
the territories of Pennsylvania might pass in favour of William 
Penn, till the said lord was heard on his pretension of right 
thereto; which petition was referred to the lords of the com- 
mittee of trade and plantations: these, after many attendances 
and divers hearings of both parties, made their report to king 
James the IT.; who, in November, 1685, by an order of council, 
determined the affair between them, by ‘ordering a division to 
be made, of all that tract of land between Chesapeak and Dela- 
ware bay, from the latitude of Cape Henlopen, to the south 
boundary of Pennsylvania, into two equal parts; of which that 
share on Delaware was assigned to the king, and that on Che- 
sapeak to the Lord Baltimore.”* 

The order in council, upon which this division was made, is 
a document of great importance in our colonial and state his 


* Proud’s Pennsylvania, i, 293. 
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tory—determining the contested limits of three states (then 
colonies). I have therefore deemed it necessary to insert It. 
Whitehall, this 15th day of November, 1685. 
** Present,—The King,” &e. 

“ The following report from the right honourable, the lords 
of the committee for wade and foreign plantations, being this 
day read at the board, &c. ‘The substance of the said lords’ 
report we find, that the said lands intended to be granted by 
the Lord Baltimore’ S patent, were only cultivated and inhabited 
by savages; and that the part then in dispute, was inhabited 
and planted by Christians at, and before, the date of the 
Lord Baltimore’s patent, as it had been ever since, to that time, 
and continued as a distinct colony from that of Maryland; so 
that the lords offered it as their opinion, that, for avoiding tur- 
ther differences, the tract of land lying between the river and 
bay of Delaware and the eastern sea on one side, and Chesa- 
peak bay on the other, be divided into two equal parts, by a 
line, from the latitu de of Cape Henlopen, to the forticih degree 
of north latitude ; (the south boundary of Pennsylvania by 
charter,) and that one half thereof, lying towards the bay of 
Delaware, and the castern sea, be adjudged to belong to 
his majesty, (viz. to king James, who granted it to W. Penn, 
when duke of York,) and that the other half remain to the Lord 
Baltimore, as comprised in his charter.”’* 

Thus stood the affair of boundaries between Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, until 1732. The reasons why the order of council 
of 1685, was not acted upon in the interim were, the continua- 
tion of the original dispute respecting the fortieth de egree of N. 
lat., Maryland contending that the expression in its charter, 
“to the fortieth degree, meant forty degrees complete ;”’ the 
assembly and proprietaries of Pennsylvania, on their part, insist- 
ing that, in the charter of Pennsylvania, the expression, “ to 
begin at the beginning of the fortieth degree of N, lat. ought to 
be construed to be where the thirty-ninth degree was com- 
pleted. ” ‘This was a very serious dispute to both parties, as it 
involved a parallelogram sixty-nine and half miles wide, and 
more than 200 miles in length, or about 6000 square miles ot 
surface. In urging his pretensions, the proprietor of Maryland 
was, in a great measure, contending for the existence of his co- 
lony ; since, if the claims of the Penn family had been carried 
into effect, all Maryland, north of Annapolis, would have been 
in Pennsylvania, and the south boundary of the latter would 
have reached to within five or six miles of W ashington city. 
On the other hand, had the pretensions of Maryland succeeded, 
the spot where Philadelphia stands, would have been included 
within the limits of that colony. 
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The clashing pretensions, and equitable demands of both par 
ties, produced in 1732, a compromise. In the month of August 
of that year, Thomas Penn, one of the proprictaries, arrived in 
Pennsylvania, one of the first acts of whose administration was 
to weney into effect a commission, previously signed, May 12th, 
17352, by him and his two brothers, John and Richard Penn ; 
directed to governor Gordon, Isaac Norris, Samuel Preston, 
James Logan, Andrew Hamilton, James Steel, and Robert 
Charles, appointing them, or any three or more of them, to i 
commissioners on their part, to meet those of Maryland, i 
order to determine, survey, and mark the respective Seaideiion 
in controversy. An instrument of the same tenour and date 
was executed by Lord Baltimore, directed to Samuel Ogle, 
Charles Calvert, Philemon Lloyd, Michael Howard, Richard 
Bennit, Benjamin Tasher, and Mathew Tilghman Ward, ap- 
pointing them, or any three or more, on his part, for the same 
intent and purpose with those named on the part of Pennsyl- 

vania. 

‘These commissioners were respectively named in virtue of 
an agreement made and countersigned between the proprietaries 
of the two colonies, dated May 10th, 1732, to the following 
purport: * Thata due east and west line shall be drawn from 
the ocean, beginning at Cape Henlopen, which lies south of 
Cape Cornelius upon the eastern side of the peninsula; and 
thence to the western side of the peninsula, which lies upon 
Chesapeak bay, and as far westward; for a dividing point be- 
tween the two proprietaries, as the exact middle of that part ol 
the peninsula, where the said line is run.” 

That from the middle point on the east and west line, another 
should be extended, running up the peninsula, so as to touch the 
extreme west part of a circle, twelve miles radius, drawn from 
the centre of the town of New Castle, on the bank of Delawar« 
river. That from the point where the last mentioned division 
line makes a tangent with the are of the semicircle around New 
- Castle, that another line shall be extended due northward so fat 
as that parallel, which is fifteen English statute miles, south of 
the most southern part of the city of Philadelphia. That, lastly, 
in the said parailel of latitude, fifteen miles dec south from Phi- 
ladelphia, and from the northern end of the last mentioned 
north and south line, a line shall be run due west across Sus- 
quehannah river, to the western boundary of Pennsylvania; o1 
so far, at present, as is necessary, which is only about twenty- 
five miles to the west of said river. Which lines, when sur- 
veyed and marked, to be and continue the permanent boundary 
between Maryland and Pennsylvania, and the territories of the 


latter. 
That each partv should appoint commissioners, not more than 
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seven, any three of which should be empowered to act, in de- 
termining the boundaries in dispute ; to commence in October, 
1732, and to complete their operations on, or before, 25th ob 
December, 1733. ‘The party defaulting to pay to the other six 
thousand pounds sterling. 

Lhe commissioners met, but differing in opinion respecting 
Cape Henlopen, separated without effecting any part of the ob- 


ject of their meeting. Difficulty created delay, whilst the inha- 


bitants, who had settled near the places where the lines of sepa- 
ration were supposed would run, were subjected to vexatious 
demands from both colonies; the ordinary process of justice 
was interrupted, and the tenure to landed property rendered in- 
secure. ‘lhe obstructions to a termination of the contested 
admeasurement arose chiefly from Lord Baltimore; the Penn 
family were evidently sincere in their attempts to close the affair 
on the terms of the agreement. In 1735, the Penns instituted 
a suit, by exhibiting a bill in the chancery of Great Britain, 
against Lord Baltimore, praying the terms of the agreement of 
1752, may be decreed to subsist, and be carried into execution. 
‘This procedure had the usual fate of chancery prosecutions. 
On May 15th, 1750, fifteen years after its being filed, the lord 
chancellor Hardwick decreed upon the bill ;—that the articles 
of May 10th, 1732, be carried into execution, and that proper 
commissioners be appointed, who are to commence their opera- 
tions in November, 1750; and who shall report on or before 
the last day of April, 1752, according to the principles of the 
agreement of 1732. ‘The chancellor further decreed, that the 
circle around New Castle be a radius of twelve English statute 
miles; and that Cape Henlopen be deemed the place of begin- 
ning on the Atlantic Ocean. 

The commissioners met, pursuant to appointment, November 
15th, 1750, at New Castle; but disagreed respecting the mode 
of extending the arc of a circle around that town, and finally 
separated w ithout performing any part of their duties. 

‘Twelve years again elapsed, before any efficient attempts were 
made to close this tedious process. Finally, in 1762, the re- 
spective proprietaries agreed to employ Charles Mason and 
Jeremiah Dixon, two eminent mathematicians, who had recently 
returned from the Cape of Good Hope, where they had went in 
1761, to observe a transit of Venus over the sun’s _ ‘These 
two able surv eyors executed the operation, and, from Cape 
Henlopen to twenty or thirty miles west of Susquehannah river, 
marked the boundaries between Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
Maryland, and closed a troublesome colonial litigation of eights 
years. 

In thus tracing the chain of events which gave to Pennsyl- 
vania its form, I have anticipated that part of its history. ‘This 
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course was adopted in order to prevent dry discussions on 
boundaries, from interrupting the thread of political history. 
In fact what is given in Nos. 1 and 2 of the Repository, cannot 
be considered only as prefatory to the real history of Penn- 
sylvania; and did the limits assigned to the subject admit more 
extended detail, the preliminary remarks might be much more 
extended. ‘The very remarkable features of the age, and par- 
ticularly the rise and establishment of the society of Friends, 
might have been appropriately introduced; but my desire to 
confine myself as much as possible, to the affairs of America, 
forced me to leave untouched some very interesting matter. 

My reasons for introducing the two following subjects must 
be obvious. In my extract from Chalmers,* I there show on 
the authority of that author, that it was in the cote mporary his- 
tory of Massachusetts, that we are to seek the causes which in- 
duced a bigoted, arbitrary, and profligate monarch, to grant the 
liberal constitution of Pennsylvania, A brief sketch of the co- 
temporary history of Massachusetts, is therefore laid before 
the reader, in order to develope those causes; and they are 
found in the nav igation laws of England, which Massachusetts 
always resisted. 

In order to secure the full establishment of those laws, in an 
American colony, the court of England was willing to concede 
any other request of any man or body of men, entering upon 
the establishment of such colony. 

My reasons for delineating what I conceive to be the real 
causes of the failure of all attempts to civilize or to save the 
Indians, will be seen by reading the concluding part of this 
section. 

Therefore, as I have already twice observed, it was only in the 
cotemporary history of Massachusetts, that the principles on 
which the charter of Pennsylvania could have emanated from the 
English government under such men as the Stewarts. Betore 
proceeding with the chain of events which followed the establish- 


ment of colonial government in Pennsylvania, it will be necessa- 


ry to recur for a moment to the affairs of her sister colony. 
During the interregnum in 1651, the parliament of Ex ngland 
passed the great navigation act. This legislative procedure 
had more direct and lasting effect upon the American colonies 
of England, than any law of that government during the exist- 
ence of colonial dependence. I might have before noticed, that 
the effect of the fiscal arrangements under James I. diverted the 
colonial trade from Virginia to Holland. As the other colonies 
to the northward rose into consequence, this course of things 


hecame more apparent, and in 1651, eventuated in the famous 


* Sce page 86. 
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navigation act. As this act had so great an influence on the 
prosperity of the colonies, I have deemed it necessary to be a 
little more particular than ordinary. 

It had been observed with much concern, thar the English 
merchants, for several years past, had usually freighted the 
Hollanders’ shipping for bringing home their own merchandise, 
because their freight was at a lower rate than that of the Eng- 
lish ships. For the same reason the Dutch ships were made 
use of, even for importing American products from the En 
lish colonies into England. ‘The English ships meanwhile lay 
rotting in the harbours; and the English mariners, for want of 
employment, went into the service ot the Hollanders. ‘These 
considerations, principally, induced the parliament to enact, 
‘That no merchandise, either of Asia, Africa, or America, 
including also the English plantations there, should be import- 
ed into E ngland in any but I nglish buiit ships, and belonging 
either to E nglish or E nglish plantation subjects, navigated also 
by an English commander, and three-fourths of the sailors to 
be Englishmen. Excepting such merchandise as should be 
imported directly from the original place of their growth or 
manufacture in Europe solely: and that no fish should thence- 
forward be imported into England or Ireland, nor exported 
thence to foreign parts, nor even from one of their own home 
ports, but what should be caught by their own fishers only.” 

This act did not only form an epoch in our colonial history, 
in that of the commercial affairs of England, but in the entire 
fiscal affairs of mankind. It was this navigation act, more than 
any other circumstance, that made England what whe has been. 
Dr. Robertson (ix. III.) speaking of this act observes—* Not 
satisfied with taking measures to subject the colonies, the com- 
monwealth turned its attention towards the most effectual mode 
of retaining them in dependence on the parent state, and of se- 
curing to it the benefit of their increasing commerce.” 

The dependence of the colonies was indeed secured by the 
act of 1651, and had all future measures of the parent state 
been equally politic and well timed, that dependence would 
never have been broken. ‘The navigation act was, however, 
always an extremely obnoxious measure in the colonies, and 
Massachusetts firmly and steadily resisted its prov isions. 

After years of distrust and encroachment on the one hand, 
and equal distrust and resistance on the other, Massac husetts 
and other New England colonies were in 1675, involved ina 
sanguinary war with the savages. This war was closed in 
August, 1676, by the death of the Indian general, King Philip. 

The death of Philip closed the war, as the Indians speedily 
submitted. But the termination of the war did not remove 
the difficulties under which the New England colonies had to 
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struggle. Lhey were impoverished, and involved in debts to 
a very serious amount. In this distressing situation, the mer- 
chants and manufacturers in England, complained of colonial 
infringements in the acts of navigation. In consequence of 
these complaints, the governors of the colonies were directed 
by royal authority, to enforce obedience to those laws. These 
royal restrictions were carried so far as to deny Mediterranean 
passes to the New England vessels, until it could be seen what 
share of obedience could be expected from its inhabitants. 
Agents were sent from Massachusets to England, where 
they remained many years, without removing the difficulties 
between the parent state and the colonies. In 1679, respectful 
addresses were sent to the king, but compliance with the acts of 
trade was evaded, or openly opposed, as infringements on the 
rights of the colonies, as they were not represented in the Eng- 
lish parliament. E dward Randolph, who came over as custom 
house officer to Boston, was treated as an enemy, and opposed 
with steadiness by men determined to defend their chartered 
privileges. Randolph remained, however, in America, and 
having in 1682, written to the government of England that his 
life was threatened, in virtue of an ancient law of Massachu- 
setts, as a subverter of the constitution, that colony was threat- 
ened with the great instrument of roy al vengeance, a quo war- 
vanto; and her agents in England now wrote to the general 
court that their cause was desperate. Accordingly in June, 
16835, articles of high crimes and misdemeanours were present- 
ed by Randolph against the corporation, and an order of council 
was passed on the 6th of July, for issuing a gua warranto 
against the charter of Massachusetts; with a declaration 
from the king, that on their submission and an entire re- 
signation to his pleasure, he would regulate their charter, with 
no farther alterations than what was necessary to the sup- 
port of his government over the colony. Submission not being 
made, the gua warranto was brought to Massachusetts in Oc- 


. tober by Randolph; and on the 18th of June, 1684, the high 


Court of Chancery in England gave judgment for the ce 
against the governor and company of Massachusetts. By this 
judgment, the charter was declared forfeited, and their liberties 
seized into the king’s hands. Col. Kirk, of infamous and oppro- 
bious memory, was appointed governor general over Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, Maine and Plymouth; but before his 
commission and instructions were finally settled, Charles II. 
died on February 16th, 1685, and of course the commission of 
Kirk was annulled, and in all human probability New England 
was saved from becoming a scene of bloodshed and desolation. 

James II. succeeded his brother on the 18th of February, 
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1685, and continued the system of tyrannical measures against 
the colonies. On the 20th of April, the new king was pro- 
claimed in Boston, In July, a writ of guo warranto issued 


against Connecticut; and a similar writ was in October issued 


against Rhode Island. On the 8th of October, the king named 
Joseph Dudley, a native of Massachusetts, president of New 
England. ‘The royal commission was received on the 18th 
of May, 1686, and published on the 25th of that month. The 
presidency extended over Rhode Island, Plymouth, Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire and Maine. 

But the hour of vengeance at last arrived; on the 16th of 
February, 1689, William, Prince of Orange, and his wife, 
Mary, daughter of James, were declared king and queen of 
England. The news of the revolution in England produced 
another at Boston, even before any certain intelligence reached 
America, of the abdication or dethronement of James II, The 
people of the colony no sooner heard of the landing of the 
Prince of Orange in England, than, exhausted by the imposi- 
tions of the royal government, they flew to arms. A rumour 
had spread that a massacre was intended by the governor’s 
guards, which received a more easy credit from orders having 
been issued, for the people to hold themselves in readiness to 
oppose the landing of any troops sent by the Prince of Orange. 
On the morning of the 18th of April, 1689, Boston was in 
arms; the people of the country poured in to their aid. Go- 
vernor Andros and his minions were seized and confined; and 
the castle on Castle Island taken. Old Governor Bradstreet 
was restored; the charter resumed, and a general court con- 
vened. May 22d, the representatives of fifty-four towns met, 
and it was by their decision the charter, and the officers under 
it, were again called into operation. On the 24th the governor 
and magistrates chosen in 1686, entered into a written com- 
pact, declaring their acceptance of the care and government of 
the people, according to the rules of the charter, until by direc- 
tion from England there be an orderly settlement of govern- 
ment. On the 29th of May, William and Mary were pro- 
claimed with great ceremony in Boston, Addresses were sent 
to the king. Application was made for express authority to 
execute the duties of government under the charter. This 
privilege was obtained. ’ 

When the people of Massachusetts had thus resumed their 
old charter, they petitioned for its renewal with a few modifi- 
cations; but this they could not obtain, and a new charter was 
granted. May 14th, 1692, Sir William Phips arrived at Bos- 
ton, with a new charter and a royal commission constituting 
him governor. The charter and governor’s commission being 
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read, the new governor installed, and the venerable old Go- 
vernor Bradstreet having resigned, the new government went 
into operation, 1f not by the good will, without opposition trom 
the people. 

The province designated by the new charter, contained the 
whole of old Massachusetts colony, to which were added the 
colony of Plymouth, Maine, and ‘Nova Scotia; and all the 
country between Maine and "Nov a Scotia to the St. Lawrence 
river, and also Elizabeth’s islands, Martha’s Vineyard, and 
Nantucket, 

The changes made in the form of government were material. 
Under the old charter, all the magistrates and officers of state 
were chosen annually by the General Assembly; by the new 
charter, the governor, licutenant-governor, secretary, and all 
the officers of the admiralty, were to emanate from the crown. 
Under the old charter, the governor had little more share in 
the administration, than any other of the assistants. He had 
under the old charter, power to convene a general court; but 
could neither adjourn, prorogue, remove, or dissolve it. To 
such acts a vote of the whole by majority was necessary. Under 
the old charter, civil and military officers were elected by the 
court, and merely commissioned by the governor. Under the 
new charter, there was to be an annual meeting of the general 
court, the last W ednesday in May; but the governor might 
discretionally call an assembly, at any other times, and adjourn, 
prorogue, and dissolve it at pleasure. No act of government 
was to be valid without his consent. He had, with the con- 
sent of the council, the sole appointment of all military officers, 
and of all officers ‘belonging to the courts of justice. Other 
civil officers were to be appointed by the court; but the go- 
vernor had a negative on the choice. No money could now 
issue from the colonial treasury, except under the governor’s 
warrant, with the advice and consent of his council. 

Under the old charter, the assistants or counsellors were 


‘elected by the votes of all the freemen in the colony, and were 


not only, with the governor, one of the two branches of the le- 
gislature, but the supreme executive court in all civil and cri- 
minal causes, excepting those cases where, by the laws, an ap- 
peal to the general court was allowed. The new charter pro- 
vided, that, on the last Wednesday of May annually, twenty- 
eight counsellors should be newly chosen by the gener ral court 
or assembly. ‘The representatives, under the old charter, were 
elected by freemen only; under the new charter, every free- 
holder, of forty shillings sterling a year, was a voter, and every 
inhabitant, who had forty pound sterling personal estate. 

The new charter contained nothing of an ecclesiastical con- 
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stitution. With the exception of Roman Catholics, liberty of 
conscience, which was not mentioned in the first charter, was 
by the second expressly granted to all. 

The introduction of this episode on the history of the New 
tingland colonies, and particularly that of Massachusetts, I 
have already excused. ‘The sketch shows at a glance the 
meaning of Chalmers, quoted in page 86, and enables the 
reader to advance on a wider path in his researches into the 
history of Pennsylvania. ‘The subsequent proceedings in New 
England, at and after the revolution of 1688, explains also the 
true causes of the vexations and persecutions Wm. Penn re- 
ceived from the house of Orange. 

Before proceeding with the thread of our subject, I am once 
more compelled to claim the patience of my reader, by intro- 
ducing another episode—a moral view of the Aborigines of 
America. If I could not have spoken on this topic in a great 
measure from personal observation, I should not have dared 
its introduction. 

One of those peculiarities in the life and legislation of Wil- 
liam Penn, was his treatment of the savages found in his colo- 
ny, but I am sorry to be compelled to doubt, whether any mode 
of treatment short of conquest can save savage tribes amongst 
a civilized people. ‘he modes of policy used by the various 
English North American colonies differed essentially ; ; but the 
poor naked savage every where disappeared. In Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, &c. this 
fatal effect marks savage history. I have myself been much 
amongst savages, and close the second section of this number 
by some observations on that sate of society in America gene- 
rally.* 

The first and most striking fact respecting the condition of 
the natives of America, on the arrival of the European colo- 
nists, was the extreme difference in point of civilization, be- 
tween the nations residing along the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 
Upon the Atlantic, the human species was every where found 
in the savage state: some difference did exist in their modes 
of society; all was not equally rude; in some islands of the 
West Indies the dawn of cultivation could be perceived, but 
every where else man was truly savage. 

On the Pacific, beside some tribes of less note, were found at 
an Immense distance from each other, the nations of Mexico 
and Peru, in many most essential respects truly civilized. We 
are 1n the less danger of viewing these two nations in a too fa- 
vourable light, as most we know respecting them, is drawn 


* [have introduced these remarks from having, in the future numbers, to 
-ntroduce the savages of Pennsylvania so often. 
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from their worst enemies, their discoverers, conquerors, and in 
a great measure their destroy ers. 

My observations on the general character of the native Ame- 
rican must, from the nature of my subject, be brief. As it re- 
spects the savage part of the population, little can be said. The 
character of man in that state is necessarily so uniform, that 
the aspect of various tribes may differ in the colouring of their 
manners, but the texture must be every where nearly similar. 
If we cast a glance upon the savage of Canada, we see the ge- 
neral appearance of the savage of ‘Terra Magellanica. 

Few subjects have been more extensively treated, and few 
on which sound information has been more seldom received, 
than upon the character of the American savage. In the shape 
of science, I know of nothing more futile, than the discussions 
of an European philosopher on the subject of the savages of 
this continent. With some of these system-mongers, our na- 
tives were exalted above the level, and by others depressed be- 
low the standard of, human nature. I shall not detain my 
reader by examining the opinions of either, as I am fully con- 
vinced that neither deserves a moment’s attention. 

Belore proceeding farther, I may be permitted to express 
regret, that the continent and its neighbouring islands, had not 
been discoved by men more advanced themselves in the true 
principles of civilization, and by men more conversant in, and 
more attentive to, the abstract nature of the human mind. If 
such had been the case, much of the horrors we have now to 
retrace would have been avoided. 

In an inguiry into the condition of any people, the first ob- 
ject is the state of the arts by which the wants of man are sup- 
plied, and his comfort secured, 

The first of all arts is that of agriculture. Dotmestication of 
vegetables is the first step to the attainment of settled resi- 
dence, and the relinquishment of the nomadic state. The sa- 
vages of America had, generally, advanced thus far. They had 
in most instances adopted the culture of some species of vege- 
tables; of the cereal gramina, Indian corn was reared over a 
very large extent of this continent. In the regions without the 
tropics, maize was to the native nations what the entire family 
of cereal gramina is to the inhabitants of Europe, Asia, and 
civilized America. Within the tropics, the articles of food 
cultivated by the savage tribes were more numerous than in 
colder regions, but the principal was the banana (Plantana 
arton). 

“ I doubt,” says Humboldt, “ whether there is another plant 
on the globe, which on so small a a space of ground can produce 
so considerable a mass of nutritive substance.” 
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The produce of bananas, according to this author, is to that 
of wheat as 133.1; to that of potatues as 44.1; and in their re- 
spective value as food, in the relative numbers, each article will 
support, wheat 1, potatoes about 2, and bananas 25. 

From this statement, if uninfluenced by any other cause ex- 
cept the difhiculty or facility of procuring mere subsistence, the 
savage tribes within the tropics ought to have very greatly ex- 
ceeded in numbers on an equal space, those residing in more 
northern or southern, and of course more rigorous climates, 
This was actually the case, as the causes which impede the in- 
crease of savage population were common to all. 

That the early Spanish writers did most egregiously exagge- 
rate the numbers of the American nations, both civilized and 
savage, I could never doubt; but that there did exist in some 
of the West India islands a population much more dense than 
is commonly found amongst savages, [ also cannot doubt. 

In every instance, particularly on the continent without the 
tropics, landed property was held in community. The tribes 
had not even advanced as far as the feudal principle of holding 
land in seigniory, or lordships. In such a state of society, im- 
provement beyond the simple attainment of food could not 
take place. In the islands, where destructive war was not fre. 
quent, human beings were more stationary than on the conti- 
nent, where, either dread or thirst of vengeance created un- 
ceasing agitation. 

The accessory arts of habitation and husbandry, have in all 
ages preserved a very nearly equal advance. The house or 
wigwam of the savage is rude in the extreme; sometimes made 
of skins or other portable material, which was removed as in- 
clination or necessity might influence the owner; most com- 
monly, however, the savage tribes constructed their cabin of 
such materials as they found at their various points of migra- 
tion, and were used as long as the architect thought proper, 
and then abandoned. Over the yet savage part of our conti- 
nent, these transient abodes are every w here to be seen, where 
the savages frequent for hunting, fishing, or to cultivate their 
corn and pulse. 

Some partial exceptions existed, as some of the tribes re- 
sided in settled villages; but in the strict sense of the word, 
the savage nation’s along the Atlantic ocean had not advanced 
so far, as to transmit from generation to generation the respec- 
tive parcels ofland. The tribes had in the country they claim- 
ed, villages, where their chiefs resided, and where was situated 
the cemeteries of their dead ; ; but the entire abandonment of a 
village, from often mere caprice, was very common. This 
custom of frequent removal, and want of attachment to partt- 
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cular places, continues to this day to mark the character of the 
American, savage. In their negotiations with the government 
of the United States, we seldom hear the Indians plead local 
attachment; but alive to their views of convenience, few peo- 
ple more correctly appreciate the value of land, if taken as the 
joint property of a community formed on the ordinary princi- 
ples of savage lite. While game remains abundant, they te- 
naciously hold possession of the most sterile waste; but as soon 
as the game is destroyed, or becomes rare, the most fertile soil 
is relinquished with indifference. 

Before the arrival of Europeans, the implements of husbard- 
ry amongst the savages were to the last degree defective. If 
their inclination had ied them to remove the forest, and form 
the cultivated field or orchard, they had not the means. Lost 
in the gloom of an endless expanse of w oods, their partial spots 
of cultivated land were mere specks ; therefore, the aboriginal 
nations which inhabited the Atlantic border a the U sited 
States, could not be considered as having so far progressed 
in the arts of life, as to entitle them to the second rank of im- 
proved human beings. 

Some little agriculture they did practise; but they were in- 
trinsically hunters. ‘To the chase they owed the greatest part 
of their subsistence, and their entire clothing. With the loom, 

spindle, wheel, or any other implement to manufacture cloth, 
they were utterly unacquainted. They had not the use of, 
much less the knowledge of forming any metallic matter. Se 
the formation of their hunting materials, this rude race exhi- 
bited that plastic ingenuity, which has ever distinguished man 
in the construction of the primary objects of his care. Equally 
addicted to war and hunting, the same weapon which served 
the Indian to procure food tor himself and family, served him 
also in the defence against, or annovance of enemies. In the 
exercise of those two almost exclusive pursuits of the savage, 
he evinced alike patience, silence, and skill. Of all living ani- 
mals of equal volume, an Indian is the one which moves 
through the recesses of the woods with most caution and least 
noise. ‘The most wild and fleet animals were victims to the 
yerseverance and stillness of the savage hunter. Often an en- 
tire flock of deer fell beneath the shafts of an unseen destroyer, 
whilst the whistling of the arrow, or the rustling of the winds, 
were the only sounds which disturbed the lonely silence of the 
forest. 

It was nevertheless in the pursuit of vengeance, where all 
the latent powers of the Indian was called into action. It has 
been observed with much surprise, that the savage thirst of 
blood was a principle of action stronger than self preservation ; 
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and that consequently where two tribes were engaged in attack 
and defence, those on the side of attack almost uniformly evinced 
most courage, activity, self-denial in the endurance of fatigue : 
were more watchful, more vigilant, and better prepared to take 
instantaneous advantage of circumstances; and where every thing 
else were equal, much oftener successful in the accomplish. 
ment of the object on which they were engaged. 

Much controversy has been had upon the domestic affections 
of the savage. Some have given him sensibility of feelings 
incompatible with his modes of life; others have on the con- 
trary denied him those sentiments of tenderness, which seem to 
be a necessary attribute of animation. How far the Indian 
character has changed since the first arrival of Europeans, I 
am unable to determine, but am inclined to believe that they 
are now in a moral point of view, if any difference, in a worse 
state than before the discovery; and if so, those have libelled 
them, who consider them devoid of the teelings of family af- 
ran I have been much amongst various tribes of Indians, 
and trom ail I could ever observe, their attachments appeared 
as warm as the nature of their society would admit. Divided 
into small communities, dctached from general intercourse, the 
Indian lives but for his tribe and family. National sentiments 
he could have none, and employed in the chase, his mind was 
vacant and teelings blunt. In most instances the active popu- 
lation was kept constantly on the alert; therefore but little time 
was left for the indulgence of the sotter feelings, allowing them 
to exist. The positive is a better mode than the negative, to 
estimate the character of either men or nations, and if that prin- 
ciple is adopted, the native character of the American savage 
appears to much advantage. fie spared no fatigue to procure 
subsistence tor his family, nor shrunk from any danger in their 
defence. If any RE EH Sale of bis tribe fell by the hand of an 
enemy, no time could etlace the recollection, no labour, absti- 
nence, or deprivation too great to procure reprisal. 

All the fair traits of the savage character were, however, con- 
centred im his domestic circle. 

Viewed politically, the aspect of the savage state is horrible 
in the extreme. The sentiment of freedom was, and continues, 
so strong amongst the natives of this part of America, as to 
unfit them for subjecuion to the ordinary restraints of society in 
its rudest state. From this cause unruly individuals are ena- 
bled to involve the neighbouring tribes in almost unremitting 
war. It was at all times a law of nations with them, that the 
whole of a tribe was accountable for the conduct of each mem- 
ber; consequently, when murder was committed, the innocent 
was almost sure to be sufferers, as the real culprits were guard 
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ed by their consciousness of guilt. Increase of population, na- 
tional association, or any other effectual step towards perma- 
nent civilization, was by these means rendered impossible. 
Nothing was more frequent than the entire massacre of a tribe. 
The Indian, in brief, as he was found by the English on this 
coast, might be literally said to be constantly in motion. The 
carrying of heavy burdens, indeed active labour of all kinds, 

hunting excepted, fell to the lot of the female. Care of their 
children was in most cases rendered extremely difficult, in some 
instances the strongest tie of human nature was broken, and the 
mother left her infant to perish. There are very few general 
customs amongst mankind, but which [ believe may be traced 
to necessity. ‘The custom of the sav age leaving to his mother, 
his wife, sister, or daughter, the task of domestic drudgery, and 
when marching from place to place, of carrying the entire bag- 
gage, I have no doubt, was in the first instance caused by the 
necessity of the man being every moment ready to use his arms 
against his enemies. But like all customs, this was carried be- 

yond the predisposing cause, and at length the savage warrior 
considered himself degraded by sharing those fatigues, which 
his ancestors were forced to omit from constant dread of 
danger. 

Whatever, however, may be the original causes, the condi- 
tion of infancy, old age, and female w cakness, amongst savages 
is to the last degree deplorable. I have always considered the 
civilized state as the only one where the tender charities of 
life can be exercised. When environed by never ceasing dan- 
ger, where hunger, thirst, and cold are amongst the least of 
human evils, and where life itself is a tenure held with the ut- 
most uncertainty, the heart must beeome callous. Such is the 
savage state, such it always was, and ever will be. If men 
gain a few things by the change from the savage to the civilized 
state, women gain every thing. I know of no two conditions 
of human nature, where the difference is so extreme, as that of 
women in the two grades I have noticed. In one she is a de- 
graded slave, in the other an adored and beloved companion. 

Wretched, nevertheless, as is the savage state, it is that con- 
dition from which men are drawn with the most difficulty. 
Miserable and uncertain as may be the life of the native hunter, 
it is a life possessing its peculiar seductions, and habit recon- 
ciles the mind to its asperities. 
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SECTION III. 
STATISTICS. 
Lifth General Report of the President and Directors of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company. 

At a General Meeting of the Stockholders of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal Company, held at their office, in the City 
of Philadelphia, on the 7th of June, 1824, the President and 
Directors presented a full and distinct Report of their proceed- 
ings and accounts during the last vear, and it was 

On Motion, Resolved unanima usly, That the Report this day 
presented is approved, and that the thanks of the Stockholders 
be presented to the President and Directors for the faithful 
performance of their duties. 

Resolved unanimously, That the President and Directors 
cause the said Report to be published. 

Matuew Carey, Chairman. 


Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Office, June 7th, 1824. 


At an Election, held at the same time and place, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were elected for the ensuing year :—President— 
James C. Fisher.— Directors—Thomas P. Cope, Paul Beck, 
jun. George Gillasspy, Isaac C. Jones, John K. Kane, Robert 
M. Lewis, Caleb Newbold, jun. Silas E. Weir, Robert 
Wharton. 


REPORT. 

The President and Directors of The Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal Company. on surrendering their delegated trust 
into the hands of their constituents, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing brief review of their proceedings. 

On the revival of the company, and the election of a new 
board, in the early part of 1822, the Directors, deeply impress- 
ed with the responsibility of their station, and the interesting 
duties which find devolved on them—aware also of the i injuri- 
ous consequences which would result, not merely to the stock- 
holders, but to the public, from another failure of this impor- 
tant w ork. determined to proceed with much caution,—to avail 
themselves of every practicable means of information, both 
local and diffusive; and to take no step without previous de- 
liberate consideration, and the exercise of their best judgment. 

A correspondence was forthwith commenced with distin- 
guished citizens of New York, who had been actively engaged 
in their celebrated canals; the books of the company were or- 
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dered from Delaware to Philadelphia; measures were adopted 
for procuring legislative aid from the states of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania, and from Congress; the old 
wackliolders were called on to pay five dollars on each share 
subscribed by them, in order principally to ascertain such as 
were willing to continue members of the company ;* new books 
for receiving subser: pu ons were opened; and, so early as 
March, i822, a committee, aided by the best scientific talents 
within the immediate reach of the board, were ordered to the 

canal ground, and directed to re-survey the line of canal which 
had been adopted by their predecessors—to examine the con- 
dition of the feeder—to explore and take soundings of the river 
Elk, from Frenchtown to Back creek, and of Back creek—to 
run levels between the latter and the river Delaware—to ex- 
amine the western shore of the Delaware, from opposite the 

Pea Patch to Newcastle; and generally, to explore the whole 

canal ground, with a view of ascertaining whether any better 
route than the old one could be discovered. 

In pursuance of these instructions, and in the course of these 
examinations, it was ascertained that the soil was generally 
composed of a mixture of gravel and clay, being admirably 
compacted for canal purposes—that the w ater of the Delaware 

at Newbold’s landing, about six miles below Newcastle, is suf- 
ficiently deep, and the shore bold, and otherwise favourable for 
the debouche of a canal—that the intermediate shore, between 
that and Newcastle, is a cove of shoal water, in which the ac- 
tion of the tides is constantly depositing fresh sediment—that 
Back creek, from Welch Point to Broad creek, appears to be as 
eligible for navigable purposes as the Elk from the same point 
to Frenchtown—that the Elk was the principal stream designed 
to feed the old canal, projected on a plane of seventy-two feet 
above tide water, and twenty- four miles in length—and that a 
depressed level was practicable, and would enable the company 
to draw supphies from other streams. 

A new line of canal, commencing at Newbold’s landing on 
he Delaware, to Ford’s landing on Back creek, the whole a. 
tance across ‘we ing about fourteen miles, was surveyed at this 
time. The summit level was assumed at sixty-four feet eleva- 
tion, making a deep cut of about twenty feet on the dividing 
ridge q po the canal requiring eight locks, of about eight feet 
litt, on each end. <A dock or basin, extending about 250 feet 
into the Delaware, was proposed as a part of this plan; anda 
dam was to be formed across Back creck, above the mouth of 


= 


* Most of this stock, on which the $5 were not accordingly paid, standing 
chiefly in the names of deceased persons, or insolvents, was recently sold by 
public auction at the Merchants’ Coffee House in Philadelphia, pursuant to 
crders of the Board. 
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Long creek. The Elk feeder was to be extended about three 
miles from its present termination. White Clay creek was also 
to form a feeder, and reservoirs were to be created to aid the 
supply. 

These surveys were rapidly succeeded by others; and in the 
month of December following, a gentleman of experience was 
engaged to examine the ground between Newbold’ landing 
and Back creek, with the more immediate object of ascertaining 
the practicability and expense of a thorough- cut, @ project w hich 
had been frequently suggested, and which had obtained many 
friends. 

Five new lines of canal were on this occasion ‘carried across 
this section of the peninsula, from the Delaware to the waters 
of the Chesapeake; previously to which, the board possessed 
no record of surveys or levels for a space nearly eight miles 
square, extending from Port Penn northerly to Hamburg, and 
from the river Delaware westwardly. The line principally re- 
lied on, in these surveys, commences on the Delaware, nearly 
opposite the Pea Patch, and, passing across Dragon or Coxe’s 
Neck, and St. George’s meadows, pursues the valley of St. 
George’s creek to within 3? of a mile of Lum’s mill-dam— 
thence, following the valley of Racoon run, to near the Buck 
tavern, crosses the dividing ridge, continues along the valleys 
of Broad and Back creeks, and debouches at Sandy Point,— 
being sixteen and a half miles in length, and designed for a 
thorough-cut. 


As it had become very important to ascertain the nature of 


the earth of which the dividing ridge is composed, and as no 
steps had hitherto been taken for that purpose, directions were 
given to sink shafts and bore the ground to the requisite depth, 
and to continue the borings across the St. George’s meadows. 
Competent persons were engaged for the service, and many 
months were consumed by them in this indispensable labour. 
The borings on the ridge were extended to the depth of fifty- 
three feet, and consisted of gravel, sand, and clay. On the St. 
George’s meadows, stiff clay was found to the depth of twenty- 
six feet, below which the borings were not carried. 

Orders were subse ‘quently given to survey a new line of canal, 
on the north side of the Christiana and Pearch creeks, to ap- 
proach as nearly as practicable to the feeding waters, and to re- 
duce the summit level adopted in 1804. Directions were also 
issued to examine the ground between the Great and Little 


Elk, to determine the practicability of conveyi ing the waters of 


the latter; in case of need, into the Elk feeder. 
From this, and other surveys, it resulted, that the general 
surface of the country, from the west bank of White Clav creck 
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to Frenchtown, would not admit of a lower summit than sixty- 
two feet ;—that the ground between the Little and Great Elk 
would not admit of bringing the waters of the former into the 
feeder, the lowest part of the dividing ridge, between these 
streams, proving to be at least 100 feet above the dam at Elk 
Forge, ‘and composed principally of granite rock;—that the 
Great Etk, White Clay, and Christiana, could be used on the 
suinmit level, but that Red Clay and Mill creeks could not be 
introduced into the canal above the level of thirty feet. 

Orders were likewise given to cause the waters of the Elk, 
White Clay, Red Clay, and Christiana, to be gauged; and for 
this purpose, scientific gentlemen proceeded to the ground, early 
in AAugust, 1823, and continued their examinations throughout 
that and the succeeding month of September. ‘These examina- 
tions were conducted with assiduity and ability, and the results 
reported to the board in November following. 

Letters having been addressed to the War Department, soli- 
citing the co-operation of the Board of Engineers of the United 
States in the location of a route for the canal, they were met 
with a promptitude and liberality highly honourable to the g0- 
vernment; and instructions were accordingly issued to briga- 
dier-general S. Bernard and lieutenant-colonel J. G. Totten, to 
procecd tu Philadelphia, to afford the requisite aid. 

In pursuance of the same object, an application was made to 
the President and Directors of the Union Canal Company, for 
the au! f their engineer, Canvas White, Esq.; and we have 
the satisfaction to add, that the request was received in the most 
friendly manner, and the services of that gentleman very freely 
accorded. Measures had previously been taken to obtain the 
services of Judge Wright, chief engineer of the New York ca- 
nals; and in July, 1823, these parties, having assembled in Phi- 
ladelphia, proceeded to the canal ground, attended by a large 
committee of the board, and by William Strickland and John 
Rendcl, jun. Esqrs., whe had, as engineers, already rendered 
Important services to the company. 

Neo final determination, however, as to the route, was adopt- 
ed at this time. Some facts were yet to be established—some 
truths remained to be elicited—and certain other surveys and 
calculations to be instituted and formed, preparatory to that in- 
teresting event. Fresh instructions, founded on the knowledge 
obtained, were immediately issued to the gentlemen who had 
been principally employed in making the antecedent surveys 
and estimates ; and they were further authorized to take to their 
aid such surveyors and other assistants as should be found ne- 
cessary. A committee was at the same time appointed to effect 
conditional contracts, subject to the final ratification of the 
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board, for the purchase of water-rights, lands, &c. along the 1% 
several projected routes. 

Information having reached the board relative to a dredging 
machine, which, it was reported, had been successfully employed 
im excavating the basin at Albany, letters, requesting more de- 
tailed information of the plan and mode of operation, were ad- ie 
dressed to De Witt Clinton, Esq., Col. Jenkins, superintendent . 

of the Albany basin, and to the proprietor, from each of whom 
speedy and explicit answers were received. 

The United States’ engineers having, on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, again arrived in the city, the Directors resolved to accom- 
pany them, in a body, on another visit to the peninsula. ‘The 
other two gentlemen. of the Board of Examining Engineers, 
viz. Messrs. Wright and White, also attended. Messrs. Strick- 
land and Randel were likewise of the party. 

On the 3d of December, the Examining Engineers reported, 
in writing, that, having completed the examination of certain 
plans and estimates, they had adjourned to the 13th of January 
following. | 

The engineers reassembled at the appointed time, and on the : 
20th of the month made their final report—viz. tm 

After a careful investigation of all the circumstances con- 2 
nected with the important question of the most eligible route -; 
for a canal across the Delaware Peninsula, we unanimously re- 7 
commend the following—viz. Beginning on the Delaware river 
near Newbold’s landing, where an artificial harbour and iide- 
lock must be provided, the canal shouid be cut through St. 
George’s meadows to St. George’s dam, then to be lifted by a 
lock of eight feet—thence through St. George’s miil-pond, 
through the dividing ridge of the peninsula, and th rough Tur- 
ner’s mill-pond to a lock of six feet fall at Turner’s mill-dam, 
and thence along Broad and Black Creeks to a tide lock near 
the mouth of Long Creek.” 

On the 21st of January, this Report was submitted to the 
Directors, and having been discussed, the board adjourned to 
the 26th, to afford iurther time for reflection. At the adjourn- 
ment, all the members being present, the route, as recommend- 
ed, was again considered, and unanimously adopted. 

The E xamining Engineers, from a laudable spirit of extreme 
caution, placed the maximum cost of this route at $1,554,564.64. 
cts.; while John Randel, jr. the projector, whose calculations 
have been verified by subsequent events, estimated it at 

$1,211,834.7 cts. 

To which is to be added the cost of water- 

rights and lands, : - - - 27,325 
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Total, - $1.239.159.7 
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The plan for the northern route, as estimated by the engi- 

neer, 1s - - - - - $829,036.78 cts. 
To which is to be added the sums demanded 

by the owners of the svuil, water-rights, &c. 

amounting to $355,600, ‘The valuation 

is no doubt overrated, but it might not 

be safe to assume it at less than - - 300,000 





Total, - - $1,129,036.73 





The adopted canal will be sixty feet wide at the water line, 
thirtv-six at bottom, eight feet deep, less than fourteen miles 
long, and lined with stone. 

The board pronounce with confidence, that in this line of 
canal, there are no physical difficulties to be surmounted, which 
cannot be easily overcome—none to excite the smallest appre- 
hensions or doubts as to its entire practicability and success. 
By the preceding estimates, it will cost about $110,000 more 
than the other. Its superior advantages are:—the entrance 
into deep water on the Delaware, instead of debouching into a 
narrow, winding creek, nity encountering the delays incident to 
opposing tides; the entire absence of aqueducts and tunnels; 
the shortness of the line; the inconsiderable destruction of mill 
property; the small number of its locks, and consequent saving 
of attendants, repairs, &c.; the rapid despatch of passing craft; 
the facility with which it may, at any time, be converted into 
a ship navigation, should the public accommodation or the in- 
pevest of the Stockholders demand that improvement; the ad- 

vantage of position which the deep cut on the dividing ridge 
presents, for the construction of a bridge over the cont SO as 
to admit of the ready passage of masted vessels; and, above 
all, the consoling certainty of a never-failing supply of water, 
for until the tides from the Atlantic shall cease to flow, water 
cannot be wanting. This catalogue might be greatly incre ased, 
but it would swell this report far beyond its due dimensions. 
The sketch, brief as it is, mav serve to show some of the rea- 
sons which governed the Directors in their decision of this 
very important question. 

The preparatory measures, pursued by the board, involved 
an expense of more than ten thousand dollars; but they deem- 
ed the monev well spent, aware that a hasty determination 
might have plunged the company into irretrievable error and 
dismay, the public into disaffection and disappointment, and 
the work itself into hopeless embarrassment and ruin. 

A very interesting duty remained to be performed. Much 
of the success of the whole scheme would depend on the judi- 


























1824, Statistics. 119 


cious selection of an Engineer in Chief—a man on whose tried 
skill and experience the stockholders and the public could rest 
with confidence. The board were not long in making their 
choice. However estimable and promising might be the ta- 
lents of others, no person, within the compass of their know- 
le ge, combined so many of the indispensable requisites for 
this important trust, as Benjamin Wright, Esq., who had, from 
the commencement of the New York canals, held so conspicu- 
ous a station in their location and successful prosecution. He 
was applied to, by an unanimous vote; and having, some time 
thereafter, expressed his consent, he now fills, with credit to 
himself, and the entire satisfaction of the board, that very re- 
sponsible office. 

One of the next objects to which the attention of the board 
was directed, was the forming of contracts for the work; and 
they very early were gratified to perceive thxt no dif ficulty 
would be experienced on this head. Several persons of re- 
spectability and science made offers; and the entire line was 
soon under contract, to able and experienced individuals, on 
terms which will make a saving to the company of about 
$140,000 on the liberal estimates of the Examining Engineers. 
Effective manual operations were commenced on the 15th day 
of April last, by the removal of the first sod, near Newbold’s 
landing, in presence of the board, and a considerable assem- 
blage of respectable citizens; and 850 men, and 150 horses, 
are already actively employed on the works. ‘The men are 
healthy and contented ; and chauntees or houses for their ac- 
commodation are erected all along the line, and more are build- 
ing for their increasing numbers. A hospital, for such as may 
be sick or injured by accident, is to be erected by means of a 
subscription on the part of the contractors and w orkmen; and 
all practicable means are adopted for the preservation and as- 
surance of their health and comfort. At the date of the last 
report of the engineer, on the 28th of May, the excavation on 
the work amounted to 110,559 cubic vards, and the embank- 
ment to 2,889 cubic yards; and the result of the work * has 
entirely dissipated all apprehensions of an insecure foundation, 
or that extraordinary expense will be incurred in keeping out 
the water.”’ Indeed, the success which has: hitherto attended 


the operations has fully met the most sanguine expectations ot 


the board. 

A subject of no inconsiderable moment, not, only to the con- 
venience of craft navigating the canal, but to the shipping in- 
terests of Philadelphia, was yet open to the decision « of the 
board—the forming of a convenient and commodious harbour, 
or basin, on the Delaware debouche. After much reflection 
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and consultation with the engineer in chief, the following plan 
was adopted :— 

The Delaware harbour to contain about eight acres, support- 
ed from the main land by straight buttresses of earth and stone, 
405 feet in length, on each side, with a semicircular front of 
wharf-work, 315 feet in length, on each wing, with an exterior 
opening or entrance, between the wings, of 100 feet, where the 
river is about twenty feet deep at low water. 

This harbour is already in a state of rapid execution, and is 
expected to be in readiness to afford shelter, in case of need, to 
our shipping, the next succeeding winter. It:may be proper 
to add, that the tide-lock on the Delaware, also in a train of 
preparation for speedy use, has been fixed at twenty-two feet in 
breadth by 100 feet in length, between the gates; but it is not 
improbable that it may be found expedient, hereafter, on the 
increase of business on the canal, to construct another lateral 
tide-lock, so as to pass vessels of different dimensions without 
interference or the unnecessary waste of water, and consequent 
loss of time. A lock of either greater or less volume may be 
conveniently annexed at any time. 

As to the fiscal concerns of the company, it may be useful to 
remark, that the effective means now provided are— 





1. New private subscriptions, - - - - $425,000 
2. Subscription by the state of Pennsylvania, by 

means of the Philadelphia Bank, - - 100,000 

3. Ditto, by State of Maryland, - . - 50,000 

4, Ditto, do. Delaware, - - - 25,000 
5. Lhe amount which it is calculated may be re- 

ceived from the old stockholders, _ - - 100,000 

Together, - - - - $700,000 





Although the board have well founded expectations of fur- 
ther public aid, they respectfully suggest to the stockholders 
the proprietv of making seasonable provision for conducting the 
work with spirit, by authorizing, at this time, another subscrip- 
tion. Early attention to this subject is the more needful, in 
consequence of the tedious delays to which we are reduced by 
the formalities prescribed in the charters, in every instance of 
a new subscription. And let it be deeply impressed on our 
minds, that, however kindly the public authorities may be dis- 
posed towards us, our wisest and safest dependence, after all, 
will be upon our own efforts and means. 

Should Pennsylvania fail to retain her present commercial 
preponderance and connexion with the western states, the fault 
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will be her own. ‘To effect this end, she has but to second the 
efforts of nature, who has been so bountiful to her. The means 
are unquestionably in her own hands. The great New York 
canal, that stupendous monument of human genius, and for 
which the state is so largely indebted to her Clinton, will do 
vast things for the patriotic commonwealth in which it 1s lo- 
cated ; but unless we do so elect, it is not destined to rob Penn- 
sylvania of her western trade. Our central rivers remain open 
eight or ten weeks longer, during the season of frost, than do 
the rivers of New York. ‘The last was a remarkably mild win- 
ter; yet the Hudson was not navigable at Albany until the first 
week in March, and the ice in the Buffalo creek did not break 


up until the close of the same month; nor does the canal itself 


appear to have been open until the 6th of May; while the De- 
laware at Philadelphia remained unfrozen the whole season, 
and vessels continued to pass in and out of her port with scarce 
one day’s interruption from ice. 

The Chesapeake and Delaware canal may essentially be con- 
sidered as opening a new motth for the discharge of the Sus- 
quehanna, by which the waters of that mighty river may reach 
the Atlantic in a channel 100 miles short of the existing de- 
bouche. Vessels drawing seven and a half feet water may na- 
vigate this canal, and may be so constructed as to carry Im- 
mense burdens. We are told that on the Lower Rhine, the 
Cologne ships of 1000 tons, draw but five feet water: they are 
fitted with three masts, and are supposed to be the largest ves- 
sels employed on inland navigation in any part of the world. 

It has been remarked, as a circumstance peculiarly favour- 
able to the internal navigation of Pennsylvania, that all het 
rivers, flowing from the west, glide smoothly through vel 
mountains, passing them almost without a ripple. 

When we survey the regions through which the Susquehan- 
na spreads her extended arms—the variety and fertility of the 
soil—the salubrity of the climate—the towering mz peaty and 
immensity of the forests—the inexhaustible mines of the rich- 
est iron and coal,—no river of the Atlantic States will bear a 
comparison with this noble stream. While her northern and 
eastern branches penetrate the state of New York, within ten or 
twelve miles of the great Erie canal, and almost touch the 
sources of the Delaware, enclosing between them the Seneca 
and Cayuga lakes, which 1 invite, by their natural forms and geo- 
graphical positions, a connexion with this great river —her 


western iletenien are seen to interlock with the fountains of 


the Ohio ;—thus courting the hand of man to assist her to com- 
nrehend in her wide embrace, the interior seas on the north. 


VoL. I. No. 2.—Q 
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the Mississippi on the south and west, and the open ocean on 
the east. 

The Seneca lake may be united to the Tioga branch of the 
Susquehanna by a canal less than twenty miles in iength. The 
Commissioners appointed by act of the legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania, in March, 1817, te explore that route, report, that “ the 
ground will be easily dug, there being no rocky or otherwise 
difficult ground to pass.” Were this canal accomplished, there 
would, by water communications already existing in the state of 
New York, be a complete boat navigation from the Susque- 
hanna to Lake Ontario. 

A cut of sixteen miles, from Poplar run, a branch of the 
Juniata, to the Conemau gh, a branch of the Alleghany, would 
connect the Susquehanna with the Ohio. 

There exists at present a water communication between the 
western branch of the Susquehanna and lake Erie, with port- 
ages of only thirty-one miles; and it is asserted, ‘by persons 
conversant with the subject, that an entire boat navigation may 
be completed, at a very moderate expense. 

While the basin of the Hudson is estimated to contain 14,600 
square miles, and the Delaware basin 15,600, that of the Sus- 
quehanna includes an area of 20,000 square miles. But it has 
been very properly said, that, ‘“ by a singular caprice of cus- 
tom, the Susquehanna is considered as terminating at the head 
of tide water, whilst, in nature, what is known by the Chesa- 
peake bay, is merely the continuation of this noble river; and, 
in strictness, James river, York river, Rappahannoc river, and 
the Potomac, are tributaries to the Susquehanna.” In this 
view of the subject, the great basin, drained by her waters, con- 
tains an area of no less than between 60 and 70,000 square 

miles, including a very considerable portion of the richest lands, 
the most populous, and the best cultivated, of any in the cen- 
tral states. ‘The present resources, and productive capabili- 
ties, of this great, fruitful, and interesting tract, defy calcula- 
tion; but when we look forward to what must be its future 
wealth and greatness, the mind is absolutely-lost in the immen- 
sity of the contemplation. 

Boats for navigating shoal waters should be framed of light 
materials, and on the flat-bottomed or scow principle—they 
should be formed to move on the water, not through it. Steam- 
boats, of this construction, might be used to great advantage 
on the Susquehanna, and would seem to be most peculiarly 
adapted to its shallow bed. There can be no want of fuel: 
there is coal enough, on its banks, to supply all America. One 
of them, with nothing but her machinery to carry, could tow 
numbers laden with produce; and while scores of them might 
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be thus profitably employed, on the 800 miles of that river now 
navigable, others might be as suitably engaged on the other 
tributary rivers of the Chesapeake, and, with their respective 
charges, pass through the canal to Philadelphia. 

Another, and, for Philadelphia, not a less flattering view, 
may be taken of this subject. 

From New York to St. Louis, by the way of Albany, De- 
troit, Michillimacinac, and the river Illinois, the distance is 
1745 miles. By the way of Newberg, Hamilton, Pittsburg, 
and the river Ohio, 1725 miles. From Philadelphia to St. 
Louis, by Pittsburg and the Ohio, 1426 miles. 

It is 800 miles from Lake Erie to the ocean, by the river St. 
Lawrence; to the city of New York, by the canal, 510 miles ; 
to New Orleans, 2300 miles; and to Philadelphia, by the circul- 
tous route of Pittsburg, 418 miles. 

It is 2150 miles from Pittsburg to the ocean, by the Ohio 
and Mississippi; by Lake Le Beuf, to New York, 700 miles 
—by Lake Erie, 790 miles; and to Philadelphia, by the turn- 
pike road, 282 miles. 

We cannot indulge in these views, without perceiving the 
incalculable importance of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal 
to the interests of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. 
They lead us, moreover, to the irresistible conclusion, that this 
canal is destined to become the theatre of very active and very 
extensive business—and that we shall, at no distant day, be 
most amply rewarded for our anxieties and toils, not only by a 
rich return of benefits and profits, but by the gratifying reflec- 
tion, that we shall have achieved a great public good. 

Signed by order and on behalf of the President and Dt1- 
rectors. 

James C. Fisuer, Presidené. 

H. D. Giipin, Secretary. 


Chesapeake and Delaw are Canal Office, 
June 4, 1824, 


UNION OF THE ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC OCEANS, 
(Continued from page 72, No. 1.) 


Water in an ocean flows from a similar cause as in a river, 
that is, difference of level. The Gulf stream continues with 
considerable velocity more than fifteen hundred miles. To 
admit water to flow with perceptible velocity, demands a dif- 
ference of level or descent of at least half an inch per mile. 
With this very moderate allowance, the surface of the Gulf ot 
Mexico 1s above 60 feet more elevated than that of the Atlantic 







































ne eee 


on 
ee 


eee 





~ 


— 
Sah 
cle 


= 


aie 
P0332 
bee 







aa 
. a? 
Pate 





124 Statistics. Ocr. 










Ocean. The very same causes which in accumulating water on 
the south-east coast of North America, forms the Gulf stream, 
forces the water from the opposing coast and contributes very 
much to augment the inequality of level in the surfaces of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The retreat of water from the 
south-west American coast, within the tropics, is no doubt the 
principal cause of the very few deep harbours existing along 
that part of the Pacific Ocean. 

Commencing our survey at the Gulf of Tehuantepec, and 
advancing south-east, we first meet with the Chimalapa, a 
mountain torrent flowing from the north about seventy miles 
into the Gulf of Tehuantepec. ‘This insignificant stream rises 
in the mountains of Oaxaca, heading with the sources of the 
Guasacualco. ‘The latter is also a mere mountain torrent, not 
above one hundred miles in entire length. The direct distance 
from the Gulf of Mexico at the mouth of the Guasacualco, to 
the Pacific at the entrance of the Chimalapa, into the Gulf of 
Tehuantepec, is about one hundred miles. 

From the great elevation of the intervening mountains, it 
is not probable that a canal communication by this route is 
practicable. ‘The limit between Mexico and Guatimala, inter- 
sects the Pacific Ocean fifty miles south-west from the mouth 
of the Chimalapa. ‘The province of Guatimala* is a long nar- 
row strip, skirting the Pacific upwards of five hundred miles, 
and at a mean distance of about fifty miles inland, bounded by 
a lofty mountain chain. South-east from this central chain 
Guatimala is bounded, north-east by Chiapa, and south-east by | 




































Vesapaz. Chiapa is drained by three rivers, flowing northward 
into the Gulf of Mexico; the Tobasco, the St. Pedro, and Su- 
masinta. 

By the name of Grijalva, the Tobasco rises in the mountains 
of Guatimala within less than fifty miles from the Pacific Ocean. 
Assuming a north-east course, continues that direction one i 
hundred miles, approaches the Intendancy of Vera Cruz in 
Mexico, but before entering that province, winds to the east 
fifty miles: enters Tobasco, and turning to south-east about one 
hundred and tw enty miles, falls into the Gulf of Mexico. The 
San Pedro is, in some measure, a tributary stream of the To- 
basco, both entering the same estuary west from Washington 
City 15°. How far the Tobasco is navigable, or the existing 
im pediments to the construction of canals, has never been ascer- 
tained; but, from the elevation of the mountains of Guatimala, 
we may entertain reasonable doubts, whether any water com- 





* The province of Guatimala, similar to the Intendancy of Mexico, give: 
name to the whole country of which it forms a part. 
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munication between the two great oceans is practicable by the 
Tobasco. 

The Gulf of Mexico is terminated at the bottom of the Bay 
of Campeachy, by a sheet of water, very appropriately named 
“ Gulf of Terminos.” The Sumasinta river flowing from the 
mountains of Guatimala, in the extreme southern angle of 
Chiapa, pursues a northern course of two hundred miles into 
the Gulf of Terminos. The small river Suchitepec, has its 
source in the opposite side of the mountains from those of the 
Sumasinta. How well the stream of the Sumasinta is calcu- 
lated for navigation is yet to be ascertained ; from the position 
of its channel a very direct route from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific is presented, but it is to be apprehended, that here again 
the intervening mountains oppose an insuperable barrier. By 
the valleys of the Suchitepec and Sumasinta, the direct distance 
from ocean to ocean is within a trifle of two hundred and fifty 
miles. This is the third route noticed by Humboldt in his 
Political Essay on New Spain, under the head of general con- 
siderations on the possibility of uniting the South Sea and At- 
lantic Ocean.* This illustrious traveller, to the regret of the 
whole civilized world, did not examine personally any part of 
the isthmus of North America, but from such information as 
he possessed, doubts the practicability of a canal in this region. 

The Sumasinta is the last stream of Guatimala which carries 
its waters into the Gulf of Mexico; but the same elevated tract 
from which this river draws its sources, gives origin to two 
other Atlantic rivers of considerable magnitude, the Balize 
Main, and Acasabastlan. ‘he Balize flows north-east, upwards 
of three hundred miles over Yucatan, and is discharged by two 
mouths into the Bay of Honduras: the Acasabastlan or Guati- 
maia Hows about two hundred miles nearly due east into the 


Gulf of Amatique, the extreme western angle of the Bay of 


Honduras. 
That immense bay, bounded on the west by the eastern shore 


of Yucatan, and south by the northern shore of the peninsula of 


Honduras, is that part of the Caribbean sea spreading between 
the continent of North America, and the islands of Cuba and 
Jamaica. The name of “ Bay of Honduras,” is, however, more 
particularly applied to that great triangle bounded by Yucatan, 
Peninsula of Honduras, and a line drawn from Cape Gracios 
a Dios, to Cape Catoche. Gradually contracted by the conti- 
nent, this bay terminates in the Gulf of Amatique. The latter 
opens again inland into the Gulf of Dulce. ‘The Acasabastlan 


* Political Essay on New Spain. Vol. 1. Book I, Chap. Il. Black’s transla 
tion, page 13 
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river is discharged into the latter, within one hundred miles 
from the port of Acazulta or Trinidad, of the Pacific. 

The Amatique gulf is the estuary of several rivers beside the 
Acasabastlan. One, the Guanacos, rises in the south-eastern 
part of Guatimala, and curving east-north-east, and finally 
north, enters the south-east angle of the Amatique, after a 
course of two hundred and fifty miles. If the quantity of 
water corresponds to their length of course, the rivers of Ama- 
tique offer one of the most direct routes between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. The sources of the Acasabastlan are with- 
in less than fifty miles north-east from the city of Guatimala. 
The depth of water in the harbours of either coast is, however, 
defectively known, and the intermediate country but partially 
explored. 

South-east from the Acasabastlan, the isthmus rapidly widens 
into the immense feninsula containing the provinces of Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica. ‘The mouth of the Acasa- 
bastlan, into the Gulf of Dulce, is at N. lat. 15°, and at 12° W. 
long. from W ashington City; Cape Gracios 4 Dios is at N. lat. 
15°, and at 4° W. long. from Washington City. Between these 
two geographical points the peninsula of Honduras extends up- 
wards of five hundred miles from west to east. In form of a 
triangle, this part of America presents a port of six hundred 
miles to the Pacific Ocean; five hundred to the Caribbean Sea; 
and five hundred to the Bay of Honduras. Connected on the 
north-west to Vera Paz and Guatimala, by a neck of land less 
than one hundred miles wide, and on the south-east to Vera- 
gua by another, of not more than fifty from ocean to ocean, this 
interesting region contains a superficies of more than one hun- 
dred thousand square miles. A narrow slip along the Pacific 
is well peopled, but the interior in great part unexplored. 

Leaving Guatimala, the mountains incline to the eastward, 
and leave, in the north-western part of Nicaragua, a wider slope 
to the rivers flowing into the Pacific than exists in the former 
provinces. The slope towards the Atlantic, is however, as 
usual,comparatively much more extensive than that towards 
the Pacific: the former giving source and course to numerous 
rivers, two of which, Gold river, and Bluefield’s river, exceeds 
four hundred miles in length. ‘Though but imperfectly known 
we may sately exclude either of those rivers from a list of 
those offering a convenient connexion between the waters of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and proceed to examine per- 
haps the most remarkable feature in American geography, and 
particularly so in the present inquiry. 

The valley formed by the lakes of Leon and Nicaragua, and 
by the river St. Juan, or St. John, is to the eve, when survey- 
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ing a map of that part of America, the most natural route offer- 
ed to human industry to unite the two great American oceans. 
[t is the 4th route from ocean to ocean indicated by Humboldt.* 
This author observes, that, “ Perhaps the communication of 
the lake of Nicaragua with the Pacific Ocean, could be carried 
on by the lake of Leon, by means of the river ‘Tasta, which, on 
the road from Leon to Realejo, descends from the volcano of 
Lelico. In fact, the ground there appears very little elevated. 

The account of the voyage of Dampier leads us even to sup- 

pose that there exists no chain of mountains, between the lake 
of Nicaragua and the South Sea. ¢ The coast of Nicoya,’ says 
this great navigator,+ ‘is low, and covered at full tide. To 
arrive at Leon, from Realejo, we must go twenty miles across 
a country flat ‘and covered with mangle trees.’ ‘The city of 
Leon itself is situated on a savanna. ‘There is a small river, 
which, passing near Realejo, might facilitate the communica- 
tion between the latter port and that of Leon. From the west 
bank of the lake of Nicaragua, there are only four marine 
leagues (12 miles,) to the bottom of the Gulf of Popagay os, and 
seven (21 miles) to that of Nicoya, which navigators call La 
Caldera. Dampier says expressly, that the ground between La 
Caldera and the lake, is a little hilly, but for the greatest part 
level, and like a savanna.” 

“ The coast of Nicaragua is almost inaccessible in the months 
of August, September and October, on account of terrible 
storms and rains; and in January wad February, on account of 
the furious north-east, and east-north-east winds, called Popa- 
Zayos. This circumstance is exceedingly inconvenient for 

navigation.” —DPolitical Essay, Vol. 1. p. 20. 

It was my intention to have continued this subject in each 
Number of the Repository, until all had been given which it 
was in my power to procure, but on more mature consideration 
I have concluded to suspend the investigation of the connexion 
between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, until I can have en- 
graved expressly for the purpose, a map of the entire isthmus, 
between the two continents. The map I hope to have ready 
for the January Number. Ed. Repository. 


[With the nature, or practicability of Col. Clark’s plans of 
river improvement, I cannot myself speak experimentally, but 
from the mental and moral weight of the subjoined names, I 
very cheerfully, and confidently give to my readers the follow- 


* Political Essay, Vol. 1. page 20. + Dampier. 
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Ep. Rep. | 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


The subscribers, desirous of ascertaining the practicability 
and efficacy of Col. Clark’s machine for securing an ascending 
navigation in rivers obstructed with rapids, proceeded to Tren- 
ton a few days since, and witnessed an experiment fairly made, 
which was attended with complete success. ‘The machine drew 
up with ease a Durham boat and a large barge, containing six- 
teen or seventeen persons, in a rapid part of the falls, at the 

rate of a mile and a third in an hour. With the same or near- 
ly the same facility, 1t could have drawn up three or four Dur- 
ham boats, and by the enlargement of the cylinders, or wind- 
lasses, and paddile- wheels, the velocity and power could be 
very considerably increased. After passing the rapids, the 
boats were drawn with ease into slack-water above. ‘Lhe tow- 
boat is about forty feet long and nine feet broad. ‘The paddle 
wheels are ten feet in diameter, and are furnished with twelve 
paddles or buckets each, which are about six feet long and six- 
teen inches broad. The cylinder, or windlass, of the main 
shaft, is three feet in diameter: and the action of the current 
on the paddle-wheels was such as to cause them to revolve 
twelve times in a minute. 

The subscribers, therefore, regard the plan as highly deserv- 
ing of public encouragement, and calculated to be eminently 
and extensively beneficial, not merely to this city, by securing 
at comparatively an inconsiderable expense an ascending navi- 
gation in the Delaware, and thus opening important sources of 
wealth; but to the nation at large, by affording the same facili- 
ties In other rivers obstructed by falls or rapids. The applica- 
tion of the machine on the Susquehanna would very considera- 
bly increase the trade on that river; increase in an equal de- 
gree the transportation on the Delaware and Chesapeake Ca- 
nal; and of course enhance the value of the stock of that canal. 

It will be said, as it has already been, that it would be far 
better to open a communication by a canal with the country 
watered by the Delaware, than have recourse to this expedient. 
To this we cordially agree, provided it could be cut in one, 
two, or three years, and at an expense to which the resources 
of our citizens were commensurate. But when it is consider- 
ed that the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal, of only fourteen 
miles, languished for above twenty y ears—the Union Canal for 
an equal space of time—that the Merrimack Canal of only 27 
miles, in one of the most enterprising states in the union, lin- 
gered for thirteen years before it was completed—that the 
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James’s River Canal, patronised by the resources of the great 
state of Virginia, required many years to complete it—when 
we nopene, all these circumstances are duly considered, it will 
appear obvious that to relinquish che great advantages held out 
by this plan, and wait for the completion of a canal, would be 
almost as impolitic as it would be for a settler in the wilderness 
to remain tor years exposed to “the pelting of the pitiless 
storm,” waiting till he should be able to build a handsome 
three story stone house. 

Under this view of the subject, the subscribers recommend 
the call of a meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, to take 
into consideration the measures necessary to be adopted, to ef- 
tect the formation of a company for the purpose of carrying 
Col. Clark’s plan into operation ; for procuring an act of incor- 
poration; and for opening a correspondence with the citizens 
residing on the banks of the Delaware and its tributary streams, 
and in the circumjacent country, in order to invite them to co- 
operate in this undertaking. 

Mathew Carey, Isaiah Lukens, ‘Thomas Fletcher, Benjamin 
Tilghman, Richard Peters, jun. 

Philad. Oct. 15, 1824. 


The subscriber was present with the above named gentle- 
men, when Col. Clark’s machine was in operation, and cheer- 
fully concurs in the declaration of the complete success of the 
experiment. G. H. ManiGautr. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylva- 
nia, and its vicinity, certify, that we witnessed Mr. E. Clark’s 
tow-boat in operation, on the falis of the Delaware, near Tren- 
ton. It towed with great facility and considerable velocity, a 
Durham boat of the largest size, and a large barge, which to- 
gether contained sixteen or seventeen men, through a portion 
of the rapids, and from the rapids into comparatively slack 
water at the head of the falls, and we are well convinced that 
this boat, or rather that boats constructed to operate on this 
plan, would, were the channels of our rivers improved, greatly 
facilitate the upward navigation, and be productive of highly 
important public benefit. 

David Eastburn, Joseph Crozer, Samuel Eastburn, Moses 
Winner, Peter R. Walker, James Cearns, Alexander M. Alex- 
ander. 

Morrisville, Oct. 10, 1824. 

a , the undersigned, citizens of Morrisville and its vicini- 

certify, that we have repeatedly witnessed Mr. E. Clark's 

y or. 1. No. 2.——-R 
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tow-boat in operation, and that it tows Durham boats, partly 
loaded and unloaded, with great ease and expedition through 
the head portion of the rapids at the falls of the Delaware, op- 
posite the city of Trenton, into comparatively slack water above 
the tails. 

Joseph Meirs, John S. Meirs, Andrew Alexander, Thomas 
Anderson, Benjamin Hamilton, William Moon, Edward Tho- 
mas, Thomas Clark, John Clarke, ‘Thomas Wi inner, Ezekiel 
Jackson. 

Morrisville, Oct. 11, 1824. 

We have witnessed Col. E. Clark’s tow-boat in operation on 
the talls of the Delaware, opposite ‘Trenton, ascending the ra- 
pids with great facility into comparatively slack w ater, and we 
have great pleasure to add, that in our opinion, it w ill prove a 

valuable mode of navigating the rapids in rivers whereon it 
may be adopted. 

P. Gwinner, Richard Holmes, William B. Cooper. 

Morrisville, Oct. 11, 1824. 


FRANKLIN INSTITUTE. 


Yesterday morning the first annual exhibition by the Frank 
lin Institute, of articles of American industry, commenced at 
Carpenters’ Hall,—it will be continued this day and Wednes- 
day. The specimens produced present some of the most finish- 
ed articles of manufacture that have ever been produced in any 
country. The premiums are to be awarded this day.—Nationa/ 
Gazette, October 19th, 1824. 


_— 


The exhibition of the Franklin Jnstitute at the Hall of the 
Musical Fund Society in Carpenters’ Court was mentioned in 
our columns yesterday; but it deserves another and more par- 
ticular notice. It has been open since Monday morning, and 
has attracted crowds of respectable visiters, who, in admiring 
the variety and beauty of the display of domestic manufactures, 
have felt a patriotic excitement as grateful to the heart as the 
exhibition is to the eye. 

This first attempt of the Institute relatively to one of its prin- 
cipal and truly laudable objects, deserves to be universally and 
studiously countenanced. Such annual collections of fine spe- 
cimens of the skill and industry of our artists and mechanics 
are fitted to produce various beneficial effects for them and the 
nation.—They afford a knowledge of what is done and of the 
excellencies and deficiencies of American workmanship; the, 
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enable useful investigations and comparisons to be made; they 
bring the manufacturers of different articles into closer and more 
active acquaintance and connexion with each other; they ex- 
cite, among both young and old, a salutary spirit of pride and 
emulation ; they tend to give reputation and notoriety to the 
most ingenious and able; they create a fair or market in which 
all classes may seek amusement, and in which wants may be 
supplied, sales effected, contracts undertaken. ‘These advan- 
tages, and others, have been found to accompany them in Ku- 
rope wherever they have been tried; and in France particular- 
ly, where we ourselves have witnessed their usefulness. . The 
mechanic arts have made advances so great in the United 
States, and are pursued with genius and success so minutely 
and generally, that exhibitions may be expected ere long which, 
if not as splendid or extensive as those of Europe, will be 
scarcely less deserving of attention, wonder, and national com- 
placency. 

The present display of the Franklin Institute, remarkable as 
it is, is necessarily imperfect, and merely indicative of the 
great resources possessed for the purpose, which, perhaps, is 
not as yet duly comprehended and appreciated. ‘here was 
not time for extensive preparations and systematic arrange- 
ment: a number of the articles did not arrive until after the 
commencement of the exhibition; several splendid ones, in- 
tended for it, could not be finished in season, and are reserved 
for the next, which will be held in a room several fold more 
spacious, and is expected to be considerably larger and more 
diversified. The number of articles now brought together 1s 
nearly one thousand ; and most of these can be commended as 
either of great promise or positive excellence and beauty. We 
noted in our cursory survey— 

A large and beautiful model of a pure Greek Temple, of the 
first rank, supported by nearly one hundred columns: an ele- 
gantly finished and polished marble mantel, by Mr. Struthers, 
of this city: a highly ornamented coal grate, by Morris: a 
piano forte of fine tone and rich workmanship, by Loud: a very 
fine piano, by Geib: flutes and bassoons by Catlin, equal in qua- 
litv to Clementi’s and at half his prices: a beautiful portable 
desk similar to that presented by Lafayette to the captain of 
the Cadmus: several articles of cabinet ware by West, inlaid 
with bird’s eye maple: ladies’ work boxes, very elegant: sur- 
gical instruments, by Schively: several samples of grass and 
straw bonnets, fine and elegant: silver vases richly chased, 
by Fletcher and Harvey Lewis; busts of Lafayette, by Rush 
and Persico: models—of a steam engine, Clark’s towing-boat, 
of Fair Mount water-wheel, an improved canal lock: an im 
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on proved clock :—thermometers and barometers, by Fisher: mo 
i. rocco leather: handsome paper hangings: articles of leather: 
| lamps, hanging and mantel: an ingeniously contrived machine 
for making stove pipe: samples of first quality blistered steel : 
do. of iron: cast iron chain, for garden fence: samples of ja- 
panned ware: many samples of cotton goods, some very fine, 
made of cotton raised in Philadelphia county: imitation of 
blue nankeen, linen napkins, flannels, negro cloths, sattinets, 
fine blue cloth, ditto from Steubenville factory : a sample of fine 
sik raised in Philadelphia county: oil cloth, various patterns : 
i gilt buttons: screws: samples of fine soap: a repeating single 
i a> barrel rifle : splendid cut glass, from Boston and Pittsburgh 
‘ factories: sample of endless paper, from Gilpins’ mill: sam- 
if ples of fine printing and binding: ditto of engraving: an elec- 
; trical machine and air pumps, by Mason: domestic carpeting: 
&e. Ke. 
) The Franklin Institute was organized in January last year. 
a It already counts from four to Eve hundred members, and has 
| a constant accession of them. Its object is the greater pros- 
. 7 perity,—the universal improvement,—of the mechanic atts in 
America. Its regular Professors deliver respectively courses 
of Lectures on Mineralogy, Chemistry applied to the Arts, 
Mathematicks, Mechanicks, Architecture, A&c. It possesses a 
collection of models and samples, and a library, which increase 
fast ond must soon be highly valuable. —W hen its funds shall 
be adequate, a suitable edifice to contain its collections will be 
,. eu erected. At its anniversary dinner the wines of the United 
ral: States are used. ‘The annual subscription is three dollars.x— 
[-Natzonal Gazette, October 20th, 1824. 
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lo the Board of Managers of the Franklin Institute of the Stat. 
of Pe nnsylvanta for the Promotion of the Mechanic Arts: 


‘The Committee appointed October 7th, 1824, to draft the 
third: quarterly Report to be offered by the Board to the Insti- 
| tute, present for acceptance, the annexed draft. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by 


7 


Wo. H. KEATING, 
Tuos. FLETCHER, 
October 21st, 1824. Committee. 
Lo the franklin Institute of the State of Pennsylvania for the 
Promotion of the Mechanic Arts, the Board of Managers 
ie offer their Third Quarterly Report. 
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Your Board have devoted their attention to the various im- 
portant objects confided to them, and present the result of their 
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labours under three distinct heads, viz:—First, Leciures—se- 
cond, Collections—third, Exhibition. With a view to establish 
a regular system of Lectures, it has been resolved that the win- 
ter courses should commence on Monday, the 1st of November, 
and be continued on the evenings of every Monday and Satur- 
day, at half past seven o'clock, precisely. ‘The courses to con- 
tinue until the 15th of March. The Saturday evenings will be 
reserved tor the lectures on Chemistry. ‘The Monday even- 
ings will be devoted to lectures on Architecture and Mechanics, 
alternately. The same regulations that existed last spring with 
respect to the admission of the sons and apprentices of mem- 
bers to lectures, have been continued—members may therefore 
provide themselves with tickets for the younger persons in thei 
familie S, at the rate of one dollar each for the winter. ‘These 
tickets, as well as those of the members, may be had on appli- 
cation to the treasurer, Chesnut street. Arrangements mare 
been made for the commencement of the lectures punctually at 

the hour prescribed, it 1s respecttully suggested to those who 
propose to attend them, that they be early in their attendance, 
as those who come late, besides losing part of the lecture, ne- 

cessarily interrupt the lecturer. 

In order to allow to the professors on Mechanics and Archi- 
tecture, an opportunity of exemplifying the subjects of their 
lectures, by models, measures have been taken by your Board 
to expedite the preparation of them, and it is hope -d, that a suf- 
ficient number will be prepared, to enable the professors to do 
justice to the tasks assigned to them. 

The exhibition, which has just closed, has been, it is believed, 
attended by a sul icient number of the members of the Institute. 
and of the public at large, to enable them to perceive the im- 
mense advantages which will accrue from the system of an- 
nually uniung the products of our manufacturers, mechanics 
and artists, and bringing them all together before the public. 
The imperte ctions which attended the first exhibition, proceed- 
ed, it is believed, from inexperience, and from the hurry in 
which it was got up. The public have expressed their indul- 
gence for the deficiencies accruing therefrom. It is believed 


that no person who visited the room, left it without a feeling of 


honest pride, at the extent and perfection which our manufac- 
tures have already attained.—As the various committees ap- 
pointed to judge of, and report upon the merit of the articles 
exhibited, have not yet prepared their reports on the same, it 
would be premature in us to offer any comments on the merit 
of the many articles that were sent.—It is expected that the 
premiums will be awarded on Thursday, the 28th instant, at 
half past four o’clock; and it is contemplated that a detailed 
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report of the whole of the proceedings, and a designation of all 
the articles exhibited will be published as soon as possible.— 
The first fruit of this exhibition has been a considerable acces- 
sion to the list of the members of the Institute.—Independent 
of five members elected during the course of the quarter, 
eighty-five have been proposed and elected since the commence- 
ment of the exhibition, making an aggregate of ninety members 
since July last. 

The Board have also elected four honorary members, with 
whom they expect to establish a valuable correspondence. 
These gentlemen are— 

ist. John Franklin Caruthers, A. B. President of the Frank- 
lin pamanety , Lexington, Virginia. 

. Professor Edward Graham, of Washington College, Lex- 
ington, Virginia. 
. Professor John Griscom, of New York, and 

4. Samuel Parks, LL. D. ec. of London. 

An object of much importance, but to which your Board 
have as yet been unable to attend, is the establishment of the 
Library and Cabinet of Minerals. which they have reason to 
believe will, as soon as commenced, meet with a great and 
rapid increase. ‘The want of a suitable hall, in which to deposit 
these collections, has hitherto prevented your Board from turn- 
ing their attention to this subject, but the agreement which they 
have just concluded with the Carpenters’ Company, will re 
move the only difficulty in their way. 

Your Board have much satisfaction in informing you that 
they have contracted with that company for the whole of th: 
building known by the name of “ The Carpenters’ Hall,” at 
the rate of five hundred dollars per annum. By renting the 
second story to the present tenants, the expense will be reduced 
to two hundred and twenty-five dollars, and it is believed that 
the rent will be reduced still lower by adopting the judicious 
system of letting out the hall on the lower floor at the times 
when the Institute will not require it. 

The Board believe that a hall, so central and so adequate 
for the various purposes of lecturing, holding the collections of 
the Institute, offering a suitable place for the meetings of the 
Board, and of the Society at large, could not have been obtain- 
ed on easier terms. 

The Board have several other objects in contemplation, which 
as soon as they are determined upon, shall be laid before the 
Institute. . 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 91 . 1824, 


| Nationa: Gazette. 
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In the accounts extracted from English and French papers, 
we learn that the death of Louis XVIII. was transmitted to 
Calais by a telegraphic despatch in a fraction of one hour. 
There is nothing in the history of the human mind so calcu- 
lated to excite our astonishment, as the slowness with which 
many of the most useful inventions make their way into prac- 
tice. Herodotus, in his Terpsichore,* mentions the fact that 


Aristagoras of Miletus, brought to Sparta a map of Asia, or of 


the Persian empire, eng craved on copper; and yet, two thousand 
years elapsed afterwards before the art of printing maps from 
engraved plates was known in Europe. At this era every man 
of the most common information, knows that by means of tele- 
graphs, intelligence can be conveyed from one place to another, 
with a rapidity which outstrips the winds in greatest violence ; 
and still places remain unconnected by telegraphs with a negli- 
gence which is shameful, to say the least. No news of mo- 
ment ought to be known in either New York, Philadelphia, or 
Baltimore, in a clear day, two hours before it was communi- 
cated to the two other cities. In reality to keep pace with 
other improvements, a line of telegraphs should be drawn from 
one extremity of the United States to the other. In peace, 
such a cordon would be of the utmost utility, and in war inva- 
luable. I say in war, from a conviction that nations can no 
more avoid the occurrence of that scourge, than can individu- 
als sickness and death. It is to be hoped that whilst we are 
excavating artificial rivers over the most rugged of our moun- 
tains, that a far more necessary source of power will not be 
much longer neglected.—Ep. Rep. 


Morrison, Prince and Craig, who were under sentence of 
death at Montreal, have been pardoned by Sir Francis Burton, 
on condition that they immediately leave Canada.—Aurora, 
October 30th, 1824. 


No national insult ought to be more promptly noticed, and 
resented, than for one sovereignty to thrust its criminals on 
another. It must be obvious to a man of good sense, and such 
is the character of Sir Francis Burton, that the miscreants dis- 
charged at Montreal must remove to the United States. If 
such a transfer is accordant with the laws of nations, then it 
would be a service to humanity to throw Puffendorf, Ward, 
V attel, and Burlamaqui into the fire; we have in all conscience, 
crime enough in the United States, without an importation 
from Canada, and we have a right to hope that serious remon- 


“ Beloe’s Translation, Vol. I. page 477. London, 1819. 
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strance from our government, will prevent depraved and out- 
lawed villains from being thrust into our society, or that reta- 
liation by sending Sir Francis an equal number of our con- 
demned malefactors. In serious earnest, I have never felt my 
feelings as an American citizen, more roused than on reading 
this extract.——-Ep. Rep. 

My Repository was established in order to aid with all my 
feeble means, national improvement. In the third section of this 
number, I have given Col. Clark’s project as reported, a place. 
To disrespect such a list, would be nothing else than madness: 
I very well remember w hen the prozect of propelling vessels by 
steam was treated with contempt, by men very richly deserving 
to be paid intheir own coin. I give the appended extract from 
the United States Gazette; at the same time I do so that both 
sides may be heard, and placing at the same time my unqualified 
dissent against any attack on anincipient plan. Where would have 
been the highest discoveries ever made by man, if such obsta- 
cles to intellect had been successful?—Ep. Rep. 


To the Editors of the United States Gazette. 


Gentlemen,—I have observed in your paper of October 19th, 
a report of Messrs. Mathew Carey & Co., on the subject of 
Mr. Edward Clark’s tow-boats. As it is in vain to reason 
with men, who state that to increase the diameter of the pad- 
dle wheels, and also the windlass, which is driven by the pad- 
dle wheels, will considerably increase the power and velocity, 
[ propose a plan to put the whole matter at rest, and that i a 
simply this: to run his tow-boat up to Easton, and attach to it 
as many Durham boats and as much loading as he may choose, 
and then compare the expense by his plan, with the expense by 
Durham boats in the usual way—we shall then know whether 
the old or the new plan is the best. The daily passing of boats 
and arks, from Easton to Trenton is irresistible evidence, that 
the chineiels are already made for arks of fifty tons besdlen in 
the lowest water. If the views of Mr. Clark’s friends be cor- 
rect, they should advise him to take the plan I have proposed, 
and I will promise him that his project will require no blowing 
to get whatever subscription would be necessary. 


A Friend to Practical Worf’. 
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